
STATES OF LIBERATION



GERMAN AND EUROPEAN STUDIES

General Editor: Jennifer L. Jenkins



UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS
Toronto Buffalo London

SAMUEL CLOWES HUNEKE

STATES OF 
LIBERATION
GAY MEN BETWEEN DICTATORSHIP AND 

DEMOCRACY IN COLD WAR GERMANY



University of Toronto Press 2022
Toronto  Buffalo  London
utorontopress.com
Printed in the U.S.A.

ISBN 978-1-4875-4210-8 (cloth)	 ISBN 978-1-4875-4213-9 (EPUB)
ISBN 978-1-4875-4214-6 (paper)	 ISBN 978-1-4875-4212-2 (PDF)
_____________________________________________________________________________

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Title: States of liberation : gay men between dictatorship and democracy 
in Cold War Germany / Samuel Clowes Huneke.

Names: Huneke, Samuel Clowes, author.
Description: Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 20210339551 | Canadiana (ebook) 20210339675 | 

ISBN 9781487542108 (cloth) | ISBN 9781487542146 (paper) |  
ISBN 9781487542139 (EPUB) | ISBN 9781487542122 (PDF)

Subjects: LCSH: Male homosexuality – Germany – History – 20th century. |  
LCSH: Gay men – Germany – History – 20th century. | LCSH: Gay  
men – Political activity – Germany – History – 20th century. | LCSH: Gay  
rights – Germany – History – 20th century. | LCSH: Cold War.

Classification: LCC HQ76.2.G4 H86 2022 | DDC 306.76/62094309045–dc23
_____________________________________________________________________________

The German and European Studies series is funded by the DAAD with funds 
from the German Federal Foreign Office

© 

We wish to acknowledge the land on which the University of Toronto Press 
operates. This land is the traditional territory of the Wendat, the Anishnaabeg, 
the Haudenosaunee, the Métis, and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.

University of Toronto Press acknowledges the financial support of the 
Government of Canada, the Canada Council for the Arts, and the Ontario Arts 
Council, an agency of the Government of Ontario, for its publishing activities.

Funded by the 
Government 

of Canada

Financé par le 
gouvernement 

du Canada

https://www.utorontopress.com


For Mom and Dad



The growing good of the world is partly dependent on unhistoric acts; and that 
things are not so ill with you and me as they might have been, is half owing 
to the number who lived faithfully a hidden life, and rest in unvisited tombs.

– George Eliot, Middlemarch


