Contents

PrEfaCE . .eeeeeiiiieeeeeeeeee e v
ADDIEVIALIONS ...ttt ettt e e e e e et ae e e e e e e e sennaaees XV
Chapter 1

INtrodUcCtion........cc.oovvviiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 1
1. LSSUCS ..o e e 1
1.1. Issue 1: the debate on a count/mass distinction in Mandarin ............ 1
1.2.  Issue 2: counting and measuring functions of classifiers .................. 2
1.3.  Issue 3: definiteness in classifier languages ..........cccceeeveeerveerieennnee. 3
2. Data and SOUICE........cocuvveeeieeeeieeeeeeeeeee et eeere e e e e e eeeaans 4
3. Structure of the DOOK .......ccocvvvvveiiiiiiieee e 6

Part I: The debate on a count/mass distinction in Chinese

Chapter 2

Defing classifiers .............ccccoooviiiiiiiiiie e 13
1. Chinese classifiers: an illuStration ............ccceveeeeeeeeeeiiiveeeeeeeeeeeinnnns 13
1.1. Identifying classifiers syntactically .........cccocceeeevieerciieniienerieeeiieens 13
1.2. Chinese classifiers: a heuristic classification ................cccoeeevuvvnneee.. 16
2. Classifiers as a closed Class ......ccccuvveeeeeeieeeiireeee e 21
3. Classifiers without “descriptive content” ...........cccceeeveerreercveennnnenn. 23
3.1. Classifiers are not NOMINAL ...........oeeeieiiieiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeaeeees 23
3.2. Classifiers have no ‘descriptive CONtent’ ..........ccceeeeveeerveerveeenveennns 28
4, Classifiers are complement-taking...........ccceeecveeeeieeriieenieencieeeneeenn 30
5. Classifiers as SIrESSIESS ..vvuiiiiiiiieiireeieeeeeeeeeireeeeeeeeeeeeree e e e eeeeenanes 32
6. Classifiers in English: a contrastive ook .........c.cccceveviiriierncieennnnn. 33
7. CONCIUSIONS...evveiieeeeeeiireeeee e e e eeeeee e e e e eeeeearre e e e eeeeeeaaneeeeeeeeeennnenes 41
Chapter 3

The count/mass distinction in Chinese revisited .........................coce.... 42
1. INtrOUCHION. ......coiiieiiieeiee e e e 42
2. Syntactic distinction between count and mass classifiers ............... 44
2.1. Introduction to count/mass classifiers ...........cccccceeeeevvivereeeeeeeeeinnnns 44
2.2. Lexical/functional distinction of classifiers ..........cccccccveeeeeieeeeennnn. 47

2.3, Two syntactic dia@NOSLICS.....c.eerruverrriereiieerieeeieeeieeesreeeeeeeseeeenns 49



X Contents

. Possibility of pre-classifier adjectival modification........................ 55
3.1.  Adjectives before count and mass classifiers ..........ccccevceerieeeneeenen. 55
3.2.  Two constraints on pre-classifier adjectives........c.cceeeveerereenencens 59
4. Optionality of post-classifier de..........c.ccoeveiieiiiiiiniiniiiieeeee 62
5. CONCIUSIONS. ....eeutiiieiteieriieie sttt ettt 67
Chapter 4
Natural atomiCIEY ..........cccoeviiiiiiiecieeeeeeeee e 68
1. INtrodUCHON. ..c..iiiiiiriieiceetece e e 68
2. Countability and individuation ............cceceeeeeverernenenseeneneeneneene. 69
3. A lexical distinction between mass and count nouns ..........c........... 73
4. Individual, stuff and partial-object readings...........ccccceeveereeeueennen. 77
5. Natural atomicity as a grammatically relevant phenomenon........... 81
6. CONCIUSIONS. ....eeutiiieiteiirieie ettt ettt 85
Chapter 5
Chinese bare NOUNS ...............cccceiiiiiinininicccecce e 86
1. INtrodUCHON. ..c.eiiiiiirieeiciectee e 86
2. The Krifka-Chierchia hypothesis........cccccoeoeeiieiienieniiceeeeeee, 87
3. Bare nouns as Kinds .......c..cocevereenininniininienneneee e 89
3.1.  Strong kind-inducing CONLEXLS ......c..cevverereerrereerueneerenieneenieneeeens &9
3.2, APPOSILIVES .eveuiiiiriiiiieitetericet ettt sttt sttt ettt 92
3.3, Scope with 1eSpect t0 OPACILY ......ceverveevierierienieeeiieeeieneeie e 93
3.4.  Scope with respect to qQUANTTIETS.....c..cecverereerireeniinieienceie e 97
4. Semantics of bare NOUNS ......cc.coceevuereeriererrienenieneeeeneeeene e 101
5. Bare predication.........o..iiiieeiienie e 103
5.1.  Some analyses of copula clauses .........ccccceeveeieeneeniiniinieieeneene 104
5.1.1. Ambiguous BES ......cociiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 104
5.1.2. Unambiguous BE ..ot 106
5.2. Post-copula bare nouns as predicates of individuals ..................... 108
5.3. Post-copula bare nouns as predicates of subkinds............cc.cceuee. 112
5.4. Post-copula bare nouns as predicates of kinds ............ccccceercieenn. 114
6. Definite bare NOUNS........cccovereerierierienineeteeeeteeerene e 116
6.1. Topic-hood and definiteness...........ccoceereeereenieniiniieenienee e 116
6.2. Definite bare nouns in Object POSItIONS .......ccceerueereereeriieeneeneenns 120
6.3. Semantics of definite bare NOUNS........ccccceveervirieviererreneeieneeene 121



Contents Xi

Part II: Functions of classifiers: counting and measuring

Chapter 6
Counting and measure functions of classifiers...................c.cccoeeveennn. 127
1. INtrOAUCHION. ....eetiiieiirieeicieetcte ettt 127
2. Counting and measuring readings: a crosslinguistic perspective .. 129
2.1. Introducing counting and measuring readings..........c..cecereevuernenne 129
2.2.  Structures for counting and measuring readings .........cc..ccecceerueene 133
3. Ambiguity of container classifiers in Chinese............cc.cccecueeueenee. 135
3.1. Counting and measuring readings for Chinese container classifiers
135
3.2. The syntax of counting and measuring readings .............ccccceeueen... 140
4. A feature analysis of classifiers: [+Counting, +Measuring].......... 143
4.1.  Four types of classifiers .........ccceceerierieeiieeniieniere et 144
4.1.1. Type 1: [+C, -M] classifiers........ccceceerruersieenieieenienieeieeieesieenieene 144
4.1.2. Type 2: [-C, +M] classifiers......cccccereerieriieeiiieieerienieseesee e 147
4.1.3. Type 3: [+C, +M] classifiers........cccoeerierieeiieerieenienieneesee e 148
4.1.4. Type 4: [-C, -M] classifiers.......ccoceereerieriieeiieriesienieeeeeeeieeen 150
4.1.5. Concluding remarks .........cccceevieriiieiiiiiieieeeee et 152
4.2.  Syntactic support for the counting and measuring readings.......... 153
4.3. Semantic shifting between counting and measuring readings....... 158
5. Semantics of classifiers: counting and measuring...............c......... 161
5.1. Kirifka’s (1995) semantics for Chinese classifiers......................... 162
5.2. Rothstein’s (2010) semantics for English classifiers..................... 164
5.3.  Semantics of Chinese classifiers.........cccoerervienerneenereenenieenenenns 167
5.3.1. Semantics of classifiers in counting readings..........ccccccecveeveenneene 167
5.3.2. Semantics for classifiers on the measure reading.............cccceeueenee 171
6. CONCIUSIONS...c..eenverieentiieeterte ettt sttt ettt et et sae et sreeneens 172
Chapter 7
Adjectival modification in classifier phrases: pre-classifier adjectives
.................................................................................................................. 174
1. INtrOdUCHION. ....eitiiiiiirieeiciectceeee ettt 174
2. Licensing pre-classifier adjectives.........cceceerierienieniieesieeieeneene 176
2.1. Pre-classifier adjectives before counting classifiers...................... 176
2.2.  “Concrete portion” reading (Partee and Borschev 2012) .............. 179
3. The modification relation of pre-classifier adjectives................... 181
3.1.  Adjectival modification in pseudo-partitives...........cccceeeeeerueennens 181
3.2. Pre-classifier adjectives in Mandarin ..........c..ccoeceevieriiieieeneeneene 183
3.2.1. Rejecting pre-classifier adjectives modifying mass classifiers ..... 184



xil  Contents

3.2.2. Rejecting pre-classifier adjectives modifying nouns..................... 186
4. Pre-classifier adjectives modifying “CI4+N" ....c..ccevenirnencnieennene 189
4.1. Contexts of using pre-classifier adjectives ........c..ccoerveererveerennnens 189
4.1.1. ConSUMPLION COMEXLS...c..eeuverrerrerrirrierierieetenieetenieeeensesseenseseennens 189
4.1.2. Contexts of SIZNIfICANCE ......ccereeruerierieriirienenteneeeeeneeie e 191
4.1.3. CONtrastive CONEXLS......erreruerrerreeruereeriereenteneestenieesensesssessesseensens 192
4.2, Syntactic SLIUCLUTE ....cc.eevuerueeriirreetenieeeenieetenteeieenieeeeenteeneeneesieennens 193
5. Semantics of pre-classifier adjectives.........cccceverervenereeneneenenn 195
5.1, Introduction to ‘@XPIreSSIVES’ ........ceceeruererreeniereerieneerieneeneenieneenne 195
5.2. Pre-classifier adjectives as eXpressives .....ceeeeerereenreneeneeneneenn 197
5.3. Pre-classifier adjectives and plurality..........ccccceveeervieeneenieniieenienns 200
6. CONCIUSIONS.....eeutiiieiienieeitenie sttt ettt sttt ettt se e 201
Chapter 8

Modification marker de in classifier phrases................c.c.cccoeveneennn. 202
1. INtrOdUCHON. ..ottt 202
2. Licensing the post-classifier de ..........ccoccooeerveiieineininniienieee, 204
2.1.  De with mass classifiers (Cheng and Sybesma 1998) ................... 206
2.2. “Information weight” (Tang 2005) ......ccccevereevineenenieeneneencnenns 209
2.3. The ‘indeterminacy’ account (Hsieh 2008) .........cc.cccoceevenniernnenns 211
3. Unsolved problems (Li and Rothstein 2012)..........ccecceeveeniennnnnne. 214
4. Semantics of Num-measure Cl-de-N: as much as.........c.ccceccveenne. 216
4.1. Measure classifiers and the particle de...........cccocceeviiniiniinneanienn. 216
4.2.  Semantics of NUM-Clieasure=@€-N evvvvivieiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeen 218
5. Num-count Cl-de-N: as MaNy as .......ccccceeveereerieriieenieenieeneeneenns 220
5.1.  Counting classifiers in measure phrases..........ccocceeceeereeneerieernienns 221
5.2.  Semantics of NUM-Cleoun=d@-N ...oovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiieeeieeeeeee e 223
6. Conclusions: two puzzles about [+counting] classifiers................ 226

Part I1I: Definiteness in classifier languages

Chapter 9

Definite classifiers in southern Chinese languages ...............c...c......... 233
1. INErOAUCHION. ....eiiiiieiiie ettt et et e e 233
2. “CI+N” in three Chinese 1anguages ...........ccecueeveeneeniensieesieeneenne 236
2.1, “CI4N” in Mandarin ........cceeeeveeecieeeiieeciie e e esvee e veeeeeneas 237
2.2, “CIHN" N WU ottt 240
2.2.1. Preverbal “CIHN"......ccoiiiiiieiie ettt 240
2.2.2. PoStverbal CI4+N........ccoouiiiiiieeiieeciee ettt 242

2.3.

B O B I 1 W 010110 4 (51 < T 243



Contents  Xiil

3. Information structure and (in)definite “CI+N"............cccevreeennen. 245
4. Syntax of indefinite “Cl+N" .....cc.ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 248
4.1. Indefinite “CI+N” as a reduced form of “one+CI+N” (Lii 1944).. 248
4.2. Indefinite “CI+N” as NUmMPS .......cccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee, 249
4.3. Indefinite “CI+N” aS CIP ....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeceteee e 251
5. Syntax of definite “Cl+N" .......ccoociriiiiiiiiieeee e 254
5.1.  From “Dem+CIl+N" to definite “CI4+N" .......ccccevviiriiiriiinienieeienns 255
5.2, Definite “CIH+N” @s CIP ...c..cccceriiviiniriininieneneeieneeeenieeeenie e 257
5.3. Definite “CI+N” as DP .c..ccccoiriininiiiiniiienececeecieeee e 259
6. Semantic interpretation of “CI+N" .......cccccoviiiiiiniiniieeeceeeee, 262
6.1. “Cl+N” with a counting reading .........cceceeeeeereereeniesieeeeseeneenne 262
6.2.  Semantics of indefinite “CI4+N"........cccoociiriiiiiiinienieee e 264
6.3. Semantics of definite “CI+N”: from counting to definiteness-
TNATKITIZ ..ottt ettt ettt e st ettt e bt e sbeesatesateenteens 266
6.3.1. A uniqueness-based approach of definiteness.........cc.ccceceevueennenne 266
6.3.2. A familiarity-based approach of definiteness..........c.cccoceevuerueenee 269
6.3.3. Semantics of definite “CI+N"......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 273
7. SUIIMATY ..eeiniiieiiieeitee ettt ettt et e st eesbbeesbeesbeeesabee s 274
Chapter 10

Definite classifiers and their modifiers ..........................o, 275
1. Introduction to modified “CI+N".......cccciriiiiiiiniiiitieeeeee e 275
2. Syntax of modified “CI+N" in WU ....ccceviiiiiiiniiieiieeceeeeeee, 2717
2.1. Modified “CIl+N” as a definite eXpression ..........ccccceeeerveerueeneene 278
2.2. Modified “CI+N” as DP......cooiriiiiniiiiniiniecncccnceecneeeee e 280
2.2.1. Definite classifiers as D head ..........ccccceveiniiniiniiiiiinieeiee, 280
2.2.2. Dems as [SPEC DP] ....ooiiiiiiiiiiie e 282
2.2.3. Adjs/RCs as [SPec DP]....c.oooiiiiiiieieieeeeeeeeete e 284
3. Semantics of non-bare “Cl+N"........ccocirrirniiniieiereene e 285
3.1. Definite classifiers characterized with “familiarity” ..................... 285
3.2. Interpret modified “CIl-N” compositionally...........cccceceereiirrienens 287
4. Concluding remarks ..........coeveeviererieneneenieneeteneeeese e 290
REfEIENCES ...cuviiiiiiiiiciciieee e 291



