


Invasions   



Series editors: Anna Barton, Andrew Smith

Editorial board: David Amigoni, Isobel Armstrong, Philip Holden, Jerome 
McGann, Joanne Wilkes, Julia M. Wright

Interventions: Rethinking the Nineteenth Century seeks to make 
a significant intervention into the critical narratives that dominate 
conventional and established understandings of nineteenth-​century 
literature. Informed by the latest developments in criticism and theory the 
series provides a focus for how texts from the long nineteenth century, 
and more recent adaptations of them, revitalise our knowledge of and 
engagement with the period. It explores the radical possibilities offered  
by new methods, unexplored contexts and neglected authors and texts to  
re-​map the literary-​cultural landscape of the period and rigorously  
re-​imagine its geographical and historical parameters. The series includes 
monographs, edited collections, and scholarly sourcebooks.

To buy or to find out more about the books currently available in this series,  
please go to: https://​manche​ster​univ​ersi​typr​ess.co.uk/​ser​ies/​interv​enti​ons-​
ret​hink​ing-​the-​nin​etee​nth-​cent​ury/​ 

https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/series/interventions-rethinking-the-nineteenth-century/
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/series/interventions-rethinking-the-nineteenth-century/


Invasi​ons

Fears and fantasies of imagined wars 
in Britain, 1871–​1918

Christian K. Melby

Manchester University Press

 



Copyright © Christian K. Melby, 2025

The right of Christian K. Melby to be identified as the author of  
this work has been asserted in accordance with the  
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Published by Manchester University Press
Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL

www.manche​ster​univ​ersi​typr​ess.co.uk

British Library Cataloguing-​in-​Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British  
Library

ISBN 978 1 5261 6885 6 hardback

First published 2025

The publisher has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for any external or third-​party internet  
websites referred to in this book, and does not guarantee  
that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate  
or appropriate.

EU authorised representative for GPSR:  
Easy Access System Europe, Mustamäe tee 50, 10621  
Tallinn, Estonia  
gpsr.requests@easproject.com

Cover image: T. S. C. Crowther Bombardment of London:  
‘In Ludgate Hill the scene was awful.’

Typeset by Newgen Publishing UK

  

http://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk
mailto:gpsr.requests@easproject.com

