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Willem de Blécourt is Honorary Research Fellow at the Huizinga Institute of Cultural
History, Amsterdam. He has written numerous articles on witchcraft, popular culture and
irregular medicine, published in Dutch, German and English journals such as Social
History, Medical History and Gender & History. His most recent book is Het Amazonenleger
CThe Army of Amazons] (1999) which deals with irregular female healers in the Nether-
lands, 1850-1930. He is currently writing a book on werewolves to be published by
London and Hambledon Press. He is also working on a history of witchcraft in the
Netherlands.

Owen Davies is a Lecturer in History at the University of Hertfordshire. He has published
numerous articles on the history of witchcraft and magic in eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century England and Wales. He is also the author of Witchcraft, magic and culture
1736-1951 (Manchester University Press, 1999) and 4 People Bewitched (1999). His most
recent book is Cunning-Folk: Popular Magic in English History (2003).
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Aberglauben im 19. Jahrhundert. Preuflen und seine Rheinprovinz zwischen Tradition und
Moderne 1815-1918 (2003), and along with Diethard Sawicki is currently editing Ent-
zauberte Moderne?, a collection of essays on the occult in nineteenth- and twentieth-century
Europe. His research interests include the social, cultural and environmental history of
Germany in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
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concerned with public transport. She is now an independent scholar and writer, and
amongst other projects is working on narratives about the battle of Trafalgar, as well as
Victorian witches and detectives. She lives near Land’s End.
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Stephen Mitchell is Professor of Scandinavian and Folklore at Harvard University.
His research in recent years has focused on witchcraft and performance in medieval
Scandinavia and includes ‘Nordic Witchcraft in Transition: Impotence, Heresy, and
Diabolism in 14th-century Bergen’ (Scandia), ‘Blékulla and its Antecedents: Transvection
and Conventicles in Nordic Witchcraft’ (Alvissmdl), ‘Anaphrodisiac Charms in the Nordic
Middle Ages: Impotence, Infertility, and Magic’ (Norveg), ‘Folklore and Philology
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Revisited: Medieval Scandinavian Folklore?’ (Norden og Europa), and ‘Gender and Nordic
Witchcraft in the Later Middle Ages’ (Arv).

Enrique Perdiguero is Senior Lecturer of History of Science at Miguel Hernandez
University, Alicante, Spain. His main research interests are the interplay between popular
and academic medicine and the development of public health services. Recent publications
in English include: J. Bernabeu, R. Huertas, E. Rodriguez and E. Perdiguero, ‘History of
health, a valuable tool in public health’, Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health
(2001); J. Bernabeu and E.Perdiguero, ‘At the Service of Spain and Spanish Children:
Mother and Child Healthcare in Spain During the First Two Decades of Franco’s Regime
(1989-1963), in 1. Lowy and J. Krige (eds), Images of Disease: Science, Public Policy and
Health in Post-war Europe (2001).

Eva Pécs has published widely on South-Eastern and Central European beliefs concerning
fairies, magic and witchcraft from the medieval to the modern period. Her most recent
major English-language publication is Between the Living and the Dead: A Perspective on
Witches and Seers in the Early Modern Age (1999). She is also the editor of Demons, Spirits,
Witches: Church Demonology and Popular Mythology (Budapest, forthcoming).

Laura Stark is a researcher at the Academy of Finland and a docent in the Department
of Folklore Studies at the University of Helsinki. Her recent publications include Magic,
Body and Social Order: The Construction of Gender Through Women’s Private Rituals in
Traditional Finland (1998), and Peasants, Pilgrims and Sacred Promises: Ritual and the
Supernatural in Orthodox Karelian Folk Religion (2002). Two current research topics include
concepts of body as self represented in the magic beliefs and practices of nineteenth-
century agrarian Finland, and how modernization was experienced by the Finnish rural
populace between 1860 and 1960.



