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As specialists in Old English who have enjoyed the peculiar intimacy
of co-editing, we may relish the idea that the editorial first-person
plural pronoun of this book could have been rendered in Old English
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of people. After all, the study of literature involves a wide variety
of intimacies in addition to those we claim with particular texts —
sometimes with persons one knows well; sometimes with persons
one only corresponds with briefly, but crucially, at a propitious
moment; and sometimes with larger collectives as such.
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as the International Society of Anglo-Saxonists (ISAS), Roberta
Frank, as well as the recent Executive Director, Robin Norris. We
are grateful to both of them for their work in building community.
As we go to press, we are delighted that the ISAS membership has
voted to change its name to acknowledge the racist legacy embedded
in the terms ‘Anglo-Saxon’ and ‘Anglo-Saxonist’, and we hope that
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this will prove a turning point in building a more just and open
field. We recognize and thank the Medievalists of Color as an
organization that has been leading the way and especially Adam
Miyashiro and Mary Rambaran-Olm for their forceful critiques
not only of our professional and historical monikers but also of
rampant racism, misogyny, and abuse. Indeed, this volume is a
direct response to related efforts to police who — and what kind of
work — is welcome in the field, and we hope that it will likewise
knock down doors. That said, we also openly acknowledge our own
complicity in structural racism in early medieval studies. No scholars
of colour appear among our contributors, and for that we are sorry.
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to the Colloquium for Early Medieval Studies (formerly the ASSC)
for providing an early intellectual home and an ongoing model of
a feminist, theoretical Old English studies. The New Chaucer Society
has similarly provided this early medieval work with two memorable
moments: a chance for us to visit the Beowulf manuscript together,
as it is exhibited to the public in the Treasures Room of the British
Library, during the 2016 biennial congress in London and, at the
2018 congress in Toronto, an opportunity to make a pilgrimage —
together with some other intrepid scholars of Old English also in
attendance — to the offices of the Dictionary of Old English. These
last efforts may have been more convivially than editorially focused,
but they were no less important to the intimacy of the editorial
process.

The conceptualization and mobilization of the volume also
benefitted immensely from early support and enthusiasm from
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Donoghue, Lara Farina, Eileen A. Fradenburg Joy, Clare Lees, Roy
Liuzza, Joey McMullen, Haruko Momma, Susan Oldrieve, Gillian
Overing, Robert Stanton, and Elaine Treharne. Although by the
time of the first full manuscript draft Erica had moved to California,
we shared Boston as an intellectual home for the early stages of
the project, and we are grateful for the support of our regional
medieval colleagues, as well as the Harvard English Medieval Col-
loquium, for making New England a great place to work on Beowulf.
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all necessary and immeasurably helpful at various points in the
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the strains that intimacy with an old poem can put on intimacy in
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grateful to Kevin Killian and Peter Gizzi of the Jack Spicer Literary
Estate. We were deeply saddened by Kevin’s death during the final
phases of the volume’s production, and we hope that the Spicer
material included in our introduction will mark one among the
many memorials to his generosity to poets and scholars. Our especial
thanks are owed to Jonathan Bellairs for his stellar assistance with
copyediting at just the right time, to Jake Wilder-Smith for his
terrific work on the index, and to UCLA’s Division of Humanities
for making their involvement possible. Last but certainly not least,
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This title is freely available in an open access edition thanks to
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program, and we hope that this support will enable the volume to
form a dating profile for readers of Beowulf and critics of intimacy
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