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Thirty years ago, I published a book on public opinion and national secu-
rity in Western Europe. The word gender never appeared in that book. This 
book, in contrast, focuses exclusively on the relationship between gender 
and attitudes toward security issues.

What changed? The answer is both personal and intellectual. I have ben-
efitted from the encouragement, assistance, and insights of a large number 
of generous people who invested the time to teach me a new subject. The 
list of my debts is long.

First, the personal. Drusilla K. Brown, to whom this book is dedicated, 
has shown unfailing faith in my efforts as a scholar. Equally important, her 
work as scholar, mentor, and advocate for justice represents a role model 
for students of gender politics. I am profoundly grateful for her confidence, 
guidance, and for our life together.

My transition to scholar of gender politics resulted from a number of pro-
found intellectual influences. I had the very good fortune to begin my ca-
reer under the tutelage of Professor Catherine McArdle Kelleher, who has 
remained my mentor, colleague, and friend ever since. Catherine was 
among the first women to receive the PhD in security studies at MIT, in 
1967. She was the first employer to pay me for working in political science, 
opened doors for my first research trip to Europe, and invited me to coau-
thor my first conference paper and published article. I am extraordinarily 
grateful for her generosity, good spirit, and friendship.

As the references in this book make clear, three scholars have had an im-
portant impact on my thinking. About twenty years ago, while preparing 
for my class on public opinion and foreign policy, I read a superb article by 
Pamela Conover and Virginia Sapiro (“Gender, Feminist Consciousness, 
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and War,” 1993). The article remains one of our discipline’s most important 
contributions to the study of attitudes toward war. It is a model of theoreti-
cal development, survey design, and clear writing, and it convinced me 
that my future work would fall short were I to continue neglecting the im-
portance of gender in my research. The second profound influence was 
Joshua Goldstein’s magisterial book War and Gender (2001). Until Goldstein 
wrote his book, most early scholarship on gender focused on the reasons 
that women might hold certain opinions, but Goldstein makes the impor-
tant argument that gender difference in attitudes toward issues of war and 
peace result in equal or greater part from the socialization and attitudes 
of men.

I owe a huge intellectual debt to more than two hundred students—most 
of them women—who have taken my class on gender issues in world poli-
tics at Tufts University. I am very proud of the fact that every student speaks 
during every meeting of this class. I learned more from them in the last ten 
years than I had learned in the previous twenty. Their ideas shaped this 
book in every way, and I am grateful that they allowed me to learn while 
pretending to be the teacher. Two of those students contributed directly to 
the completion of this book. Benya Kraus and Anna Weissman served as 
my editors on earlier drafts. Both of them read every word and offered sug-
gestions for improvement. To Anna and Benya, a special word of thanks.

Richard J. Stoll and I met on our first day of graduate school and have 
been collaborators ever since. Ric is without question the most cheerful and 
least complicated collaborator on the planet. He also read every word of the 
manuscript and offered suggestions for improvement. I am grateful for our 
collaboration and for his permission to use portions of one of our collabora-
tive articles in chapter 3. Among many other scholars of public opinion and 
foreign policy who allowed me to learn from them and offered comments 
on earlier versions of this book, I am especially grateful to Karen Devine, 
Ole Holsti, Pierangelo Isernia, Mary-Kate Lizotte, and Hans Rattinger. 
Thanks also to Adam Berinsky for sharing his raw data on gender differ-
ence in his database of World War II survey questions.

A number of Tufts University students served as my research assistants 
over the years. Many thanks to the members of this team who collected a 
large amount of original data: Jennifer Basch, Eric Giordano, Victoria Gil-
bert, Lily Hartzell, Angela Kachuyevski, Brian Loeb, Tali Paransky, Blair 
Read, Elizabeth V. Robinson, Laura Schenkein, and Judith Walcott.

Tufts University has been my intellectual home for more than thirty 
years, and I  am grateful for the personal and institutional support that 
I have received. Thanks to Jeff Berry, Kent Portney, and Debbie Schildkraut 
for listening patiently as I explained the book’s evolution. I also acknowl-
edge the financial support of the Tufts Committee on Faculty Research 
Awards for released time, research assistance, and support for the costs of 
manuscript preparation.
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I was fortunate to have the opportunity to present draft portions of the 
manuscript to several institutions and organizations. My thanks to Steve 
Brooks and the John Sloan Dickey Center for International Understanding 
at Dartmouth College, and to Deborah Jordan Brooks, Yusaku Horiuchi, 
and the Dickey Center fellows for very helpful comments on the project. 
Thanks also to Rob Paarlberg and Harvard’s Weatherhead Center for Inter-
national Affairs for inviting me to present portions of the research, and to 
Tom Scotto and Pierangelo Isernia for inviting me to participate in the Eu-
ropean Consortium for Political Research Joint Sessions on public opinion 
and the use of force.

A portion of chapter 3 appeared in earlier form in the Journal of Conflict 
Resolution 56, no. 2 (2012): 336–39. Earlier versions of chapter 5 appeared in 
International Security 28, no. 1 (summer 2003): 110–41; and International Stud­
ies Quarterly 60, no. 1 (2016): 138–48. Some data employed in chapter 7 are 
taken from Janet G. Stotsky, Sakina Shibuya, and Suhaib Kebhaj, “Trends in 
Gender Equality and Women’s Advancement,” IMF Working Paper 16/21 
(Washington, DC: International Monetary Fund). I am grateful to the au-
thors for their permission to present the data here.

Roger Haydon at Cornell University Press has been a calm and reassur-
ing editor, and two anonymous reviewers provided thoughtful and de-
tailed suggestions for sharpening the book’s argument and contribution. 
Ellen Murphy and Jennifer Savran Kelly at Cornell cheerfully answered my 
many questions as I prepared the book for production.

Finally, I am profoundly grateful to the four accomplished offspring who 
grew up in an academic household and love to tease dad about it. Eliza-
beth, Tzeidel, Carter, and Madeleine have contributed to this book in many 
ways, not least by preventing me from taking myself too seriously.




