
ix

I llustrations

Figures
Figure 8.1. Handwritten letter from refugee boy reprinted in  

The Record of  the Save the Children Fund� 134
Figure 8.2. Diagram of  women’s reproductive organs with new  

Soviet terms� 142
Figure 9.1. Izvestiia, July 6, 1935� 148
Figure 9.2. “Soviet people” in Pravda and Izvestiia, 1925–1991� 152
Figure 9.3. “Enemy of  the People,” “class enemy,” “Soviet people,”  

1918–1953� 153
Figure 10.1. Icon of  Saint Ilia Chavchavadze brandishing the  

cross of  Saint Nino� 164
Figure 10.2. Georgian postage stamps (2002) commemorating the  

“first European”� 168
Figure 10.3. Georgia—Europe started here� 170
Figure 10.4. Medieval fresco of  King Davit II, Gelati� 174
Figure 10.5. “King of  kings ║ Giorgi son of  Dimitri ║ Sword of  the  

Messiah”� 176
Figures 10.6a and 10.6b. Two modern images of  the hero-king  

Vakhtang Gorgasali� 180

Maps
Map 1. Late Imperial Russian Central Asia� xi
Map 2. Soviet South Caucasus—Republic of  Turkey, late 1920s� xii





N

0 0
20

0
30

0
40

0
50

0 
km

10
010

0
20

0
30

0 
m

i

  A
tr

ek

    
  H

ar
iru

d

  Indus  N
ar

ynIle

    
 S

hu
Sy

r-D
arya

     Amu-D
ary

a

    V
olga

   I
rty

sh

Tar
im

F
E

R
G

H
A

N
A

  S
A

M
A

RKA
N

D
 O

B
LA

ST

     Ural

E M
I R

A
T

E
 O

F
 B

U
K

H
A

R
A

 

       
      

KHANATE
 O

F 
KH

IV
A

 S
E

M
I P

A
L

A
T

I N
S

K
 O

B
L

A
S

T

      U R A L’ S K   O B L A S T  

      T U
R G

A
I  O

B L A S T  

S
T

E
P

P
E

 
T

E
R

R
I

T
O

R
Y

A
F

G
H

A
N

I
S

T
A

N
B

R
I

T
I

S
H

 
I

N
D

I
A

I
R

A
N

C
A

S
P

IA
N

S
E

A

A
ra

l S
ea

 L
ak

e 
Ba

lk
as

h

SEMIRECH
’E

 O
B

L
A

S
T

T
R

A
N

S
C

A
S

P
IA

N
O

B
L

A
S

T

S Y
R

- D
A

R
Y

A
 O

B
L

A
S

T

VE
RN

YI

KO
PA

L

LE
PS

IN
SK

D
ZH

A
RK

EN
T

PR
ZH

EV
A

L’
SK

PI
SH

PE
K

  
O

B
L

A
S

T

Be
lo

vo
ds

k

Se
m

ip
al

at
in

sk

Bu
kh

ar
a 

Kh
iv

a
N

ar
yn

A
ul

ie
-A

ta

Ta
sh

ke
nt

G
eo

k-
Te

pe

M
er

v

Ba
ku

A
kh

al
 O

as
is

Kr
as

no
vo

ds
k

A
sh

kh
ab

adT
U

R
K

E
S

T
A

N

Sa
m

ar
ka

nd

Ve
rn

yi

Ko
ka

nd

C
H

IN
E

S
E

  
T

U
R

K
E

S
T

A
N

A
K

M
O

L I N
S K  O B L A S T

M
ap

 1
. 

La
te

 Im
pe

ri
al

 R
us

si
an

 C
en

tr
al

 A
si

a​



C
A

S
P

IA
N

B
L

A
C

K
S

E
A

S
E

A

0 0
10

0
15

0 
km

50

50
10

0 
m

i

N

Ba
ku

La
nk

ar
an

KU
RD

IS
TA

N
U

EZ
D

LO
RI

 R
EG

IO
N

A
BK

H
A

Z
SS

R

N
A

KH
C

H
IV

A
N

A
SS

R

A
Z

E
R

B
A

IJ
A

N
 S

S
R

A
R

M
E

N
IA

N
S

S
R

A
JA

RI
A

A
SS

R

R
E

P
U

B
L

IC
 O

F
 T

U
R

K
E

Y

I
R

A
NN

A
G

O
RN

O
-K

A
RA

BA
KH

A
U

TO
N

O
M

O
U

S 
O

BL
A

ST

ZA
N

G
EZ

U
R

RE
G

IO
N

D
iy

ar
b

ak
ir

N
uk

ha

G
an

ja

Q
ub

a

A
da

na

Ka
rs

Va
n

Sa
so

n

M
us

h

Ti
fli

s
Ba

tu
m

i

Su
kh

um
i

Po
ti

G
ag

ra

A
sp

in
dz

a

Ye
re

va
n

A
di

ge
ni

Sa
rik

am
is

h

A
kh

al
ka

la
ki

Ku
ta

is
i

A
kh

al
ts

ik
he

Er
zu

ru
m

Le
ni

na
ka

n

Su
le

ym
an

li

Bo
gd

an
ov

ka

N
ov

o-
Ba

ya
ze

t

D
A

RA
LA

G
IA

Z
RE

G
IO

N

SO
U

TH
O

SS
ET

IA
N

 A
O

 
 

 
T

R
A

N
S

C
A

U
C

A
S

I
A

N
 

S
F

S
R

 
 

 
T

R
A

N
S

C
A

U
C

A
S

I
A

N
 

S
F

S
R

G
E

O
R

G
IA

N
S

S
R

R
U

S
S

I
A

N
 

S
F

S
R

 

M
ap

 2
. 

S
ov

ie
t S

ou
th

 C
au

ca
su

s—
Re

pu
bl

ic
 o

f T
ur

ke
y,

 la
te

 1
92

0s
​



EMPIRE AND BELONGING IN  
THE EURASIAN BORDERLANDS




