Preface

The questions that this essay aims to answer are questions about God.
Obviously they arose for me not in a vacuum but in the context of my own
religious beliefs. I am a Roman Catholic, and the conception of God that
I take for granted in this essay is thus a Christian conception. For the most
part, though, my arguments do not appeal to claims about God that are
affirmed by Christianity but denied by either of the other Abramic faiths,
and I take it that for the most part my arguments could be as easily
addressed to those whose conception of God is that of Judaism or Islam as
to those whose conception of God is that of Christianity. Indeed, so long
as the reader is willing to work with a conception of God on which God
is omniscient, omnipotent, perfectly good, and the creator of the world,
the arguments that I offer will engage him or her on familiar ground.

I received a great deal of help in writing this book. Terence Cuneo,
Trenton Merricks, Phil Quinn, Joe Shaw, and two referees for Cornell
University Press were good enough to read and comment on the entire
manuscript. John Hare, Matt McAdam, Lucas Swaine, and Thomas
Williams offered critical remarks on portions of the text. I also owe thanks
to audience members at colloquia at Georgetown University and at the
Gifford Bequest International Conference on Natural Theology, who early
on discussed with me some of the ideas presented here. I am indebted to
all of these generous people.
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I began this essay while on a research leave at the Erasmus Institute at the
University of Notre Dame: I am grateful to the anonymous donors who
funded that institute, and to its director, Jim Turner. I am grateful also to
Georgetown University, which provided me with a junior faculty research
leave to think and write about natural law and related matters. Special
thanks are due to my department chair, Wayne Davis, for his ingenious
efforts, which have made the philosophy department at Georgetown a won-
derful environment in which to work.

Parts of Chapters 1 and 3 were previously published as “Divine
Authority and Divine Perfection,” International Journal for Philosophy of
Religion 49 (2001), pp. 155—177; my thanks to Kluwer Academic Publishers
for kindly granting permission to use that material here. Parts of Chapter 4
previously appeared as “A Trilemma for Divine Command Theory,” Faith
and Philosophy 19 (2002}, pp. 23—31; I am grateful to that journal as well for
permission to reprint.

I am most indebted to my wife, Jeanette, who is to me both a model of
God’s abundant grace and an instance of it.

M. C. M.
Herndon, Virginia
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