Contents

Acknowledgments
A Note on Translation and Orthography
Introduction: Toward a New Cogito

. Gender and Discursive Space(s) in the Seventeenth
Century
The Bed and the Library 17
La Prétieuse: The Value of the Feminine Word 34
Signed in Invisible Ink 43
Freedom and Subversion 54

. The Cartésiennes

Descartes and Elisabeth 67

A “Beau Trio” 78

Chameleons of a Different Color 98
Enlightened Views 106

. Fontenelle and the Ladies

How Did the Marquise Get So Smart? 125
The “Real Marquises” 139

A Voyage into Feminine Space 150

. Femmes Philosophes or Femmes/Philosophes?
Marie Anne de Roumier Robert: A “Nouvelle
Philosophe” 169

Emilie du Chatelet: “If I were aman . . .” 189
Olympe de Gouges: “Placed and displaced . . .” 213

Conclusion: Beyond the Ellipsis
Bibliography
Index

xiii

15

64

123

168

235
259

vii






