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For Vivienne

The youn gest in a  family of dragons is still a dragon
from the point of view of those who fi nd dragons alarming.

— Margaret Atwood,
Negotiating with the Dead: A Writer on Writing



De Monte
Mons Iovis ab Iove, quem prisci coluere profani,
Dictus, non, ut vulgus ait, de calle iocoso,
Quemque viatores per multa pericula repunt.

Concerning the Mountain
The mountain of Jupiter takes its name from the god
whom the ancient pagans worshipped and not, as some say,
from the jovial path on which travellers creep past a myriad 

of perils.
— Egbert of Liège, Fecunda ratis


