The Political Unconscious



BY THE SAME AUTHOR:

Fables of Aggression: Wyndham Lewis, The Modernist as Fascist

The Prison-House of Language
Marxism and Form
Sartre: The Origins of a Style



The Political
Unconscious

NARRATIVE AS A
SOCIALLY SYMBOLIC ACT

FREDRIC JAMESON

Cornell University Press

ITHACA, NEW YORK



Copyright © 1981 by Cornell University

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in a review, this book, or parts
thereof, must not be reproduced in any form without permission in writing
from the publisher. For information, address Cornell University Press, Sage
House, 512 East State Street, Ithaca, New York 14850.

First published 1981 by Cornell University Press
First printing, Cornell Paperbacks, 1982

Printed in the United States of America
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Jameson, Fredric.
The political unconscious.

1. Includes index.
1. Criticism. 2. Hermeneutics. 3. Narration (Rhetoric) 4. Communism
and literature. $. Fiction—History and criticism . Title
PN81.J29 801'.95 80-21459
ISBN-13: 978-0-8014-9222-8 (pbk. : alk.paper)
ISBN-10: 0-8014-9222-X (pbk. : alk.paper)

Cornell University Press strives to use environmentally responsible suppliers
and materials to the fullest extent possible in the publishing of its books. Such
materials include vegetable-based, low-VOC inks and acid-free papers that are
recycled, totally chlorine-free, or partly composed of nonwood fibers. For
further information, visit our website at www.cornellpress.cornell.edu.

Paperback printing 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13


http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu

O ma belle guerriere!



Early versions of Chapters 2, 3, and 4 appeared in New Liter-
ary History, Sub-stance, Social Science Information, and
Nineteenth Century Fiction.



