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Frontispiece. The image depicts the 1915 German-Russian border in what
is now Lithuania. The fence that is gradually sinking into the swampy earth
gives physical form to the impossible frontier that is the subject of this book.
Yet, even as the barbed wire sinks into the mire, it is dangerous to try to cross
it. Reproduced with permission Ullstein Bild—Haekel, The Granger Collection,
New York.

Copyright © 2010 by Cornell University

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in a review, this book, or parts 
thereof, must not be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from 
the publisher. For information, address Cornell University Press, Sage House, 
512 East State Street, Ithaca, New York 14850.

First published 2010 by Cornell University Press
First printing, Cornell Paperbacks, 2014

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Sammartino, Annemarie.
 The impossible border : Germany and the east, 1914–1922 /
Annemarie H. Sammartino.
  p. cm.
 Includes bibliographical references and index.
 ISBN 978-0-8014-4863-8 (cloth : alk. paper)
 ISBN 978-0-8014-7946-5 (paper : alk. paper)
 1. Germany—Boundaries. 2. Germany—Emigration and 
immigration—History—20th century. 3. Citizenship—Germany—
History—20th century. 4. World War, 1914–1918—Territorial questions—
Germany. 5. Germany—History—1871–1918. 6. Germany—History
—1918–1933. I. Title.

 DD117.S26 2010
 940.3'1—dc22

2010021889

Cornell University Press strives to use environmentally responsible suppliers 
and materials to the fullest extent possible in the publishing of its books. Such 
materials include vegetable-based, low-VOC inks and acid-free papers that 
are recycled, totally chlorine-free, or partly composed of nonwood fibers. For 
further information, visit our website at www.cornellpress.cornell.edu.

Cloth printing 10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1
Paperback printing 10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1

http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu


For Ryan




