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We also have fragments or know the titles of more than a hundred
others. The speeches cover a wide range of cases, and he may have
delivered one himself (Lys. 12), on the death of his brother at the
hands of the Thirty. Lysias is particularly known for his vivid nar-
ratives, his ēthopoiı̈a, or ‘‘creation of character,’’ and his prose style,
which became a model of clarity and vividness.

the works of the orators

As soon as speeches began to be written down, they could be pre-
served. We know little about the conditions of book ‘‘publication’’
(i.e., making copies for distribution) in the fourth century, but there
was an active market for books in Athens, and some of the speeches
may have achieved wide circulation.12 An orator (or his family) may
have preserved his own speeches, perhaps to advertise his ability or
demonstrate his success, or booksellers may have collected and copied
them in order to make money.

We do not know how closely the preserved text of these speeches
corresponded to the version actually delivered in court or in the As-
sembly. Speakers undoubtedly extemporized or varied from their text
on occasion, but there is no good evidence that deliberative speeches
were substantially revised for publication.13 In forensic oratory a lo-
gographer’s reputation would derive first and foremost from his suc-
cess with jurors. If a forensic speech was victorious, there would be no
reason to alter it for publication, and if it lost, alteration would prob-
ably not deceive potential clients. Thus, the published texts of forensic
speeches were probably quite faithful to the texts that were provided
to clients, and we have little reason to suspect substantial alteration in
the century or so before they were collected by scholars in Alexandria
(see below).

In addition to the speaker’s text, most forensic speeches have breaks
for the inclusion of documents. The logographer inserted a notation

series introduction xv

12Dover’s discussion (1968) of the preservation and transmission of the works
of Lysias (and perhaps others under his name) is useful not just for Lysias but for
the other orators too. His theory of shared authorship between logographer and
litigant, however, is unconvincing (see Usher 1976).

13See further Trevett 1996: 437–439.
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in his text—such as nomos (‘‘law’’) or martyria (‘‘testimony’’)—and
the speaker would pause while the clerk read out the text of a law or
the testimony of witnesses. Many speeches survive with only a nota-
tion that a nomos ormartyria was read at that point, but in some cases
the text of the document is included. It used to be thought that these
documents were all creations of later scholars, but many (though not
all) are now accepted as genuine.14

With the foundation of the famous library in Alexandria early in
the third century, scholars began to collect and catalogue texts of the
orators, along with many other classical authors. Only the best orators
were preserved in the library, many of them represented by over 100
speeches each (some undoubtedly spurious). Only some of these works
survived in manuscript form to the modern era; more recently a few
others have been discovered on ancient sheets of papyrus, so that today
the corpus of Attic Oratory consists of about 150 speeches, together
with a few letters and other works. The subject matter ranges from
important public issues and serious crimes to business affairs, lovers’
quarrels, inheritance disputes, and other personal or family matters.

In the centuries after these works were collected, ancient scholars
gathered biographical facts about their authors, produced grammatical
and lexicographic notes, and used some of the speeches as evidence
for Athenian political history. But the ancient scholars who were most
interested in the orators were those who studied prose style, the most
notable of these being Dionysius of Halicarnassus (first century bc),
who wrote treatises on several of the orators,15 and Hermogenes of
Tarsus (second century ad), who wrote several literary studies, includ-
ingOn Types of Style.16 But relative to epic or tragedy, oratory was little
studied; and even scholars of rhetoric whose interests were broader
than style, like Cicero and Quintilian, paid little attention to the ora-
tors, except for the acknowledged master, Demosthenes.

Most modern scholars until the second half of the twentieth cen-
tury continued to treat the orators primarily as prose stylists.17 The

xvi dinarchus, hyperides, & lycurgus

14See MacDowell 1990: 43–47; Todd 1993: 44–45.
15Dionysius’ literary studies are collected and translated in Usher 1974–1985.
16Wooten 1987. Stylistic considerations probably also influenced the selection

of the ‘‘canon’’ of ten orators; see Worthington 1994.
17For example, the most popular and influential book ever written on the ora-

tors, Jebb’s The Attic Orators (1875) was presented as an ‘‘attempt to aid in giving
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reevaluation of Athenian democracy by George Grote and others in
the nineteenth century stimulated renewed interest in Greek oratory
among historians; and increasing interest in Athenian law during that
century led a few legal scholars to read the orators. But in comparison
with the interest shown in the other literary genres—epic, lyric, trag-
edy, comedy, and even history—Attic oratory has been relatively ne-
glected until the last third of the twentieth century. More recently,
however, scholars have discovered the value of the orators for the
broader study of Athenian culture and society. Since Dover’s ground-
breaking works on popular morality and homosexuality,18 interest in
the orators has been increasing rapidly, and they are now seen as pri-
mary representatives of Athenian moral and social values, and as evi-
dence for social and economic conditions, political and social ideol-
ogy, and in general those aspects of Athenian culture that in the past
were commonly ignored by historians of ancient Greece but are of
increasing interest and importance today, including women and the
family, slavery, and the economy.

government and law in classical athens

The hallmark of the Athenian political and legal systems was its
amateurism. Most public officials, including those who supervised the
courts, were selected by lot and held office for a limited period, typi-
cally a year. Thus a great many citizens held public office at some
point in their lives, but almost none served for an extended period of
time or developed the experience or expertise that would make them
professionals. All significant policy decisions were debated and voted
on in the Assembly, where the quorum was 6,000 citizens, and all
significant legal cases were judged by bodies of 200 to 500 jurors or
more. Public prominence was not achieved by election (or selection)
to public office but depended rather on a man’s ability to sway the
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Attic Oratory its due place in the history of Attic Prose’’ (I.xiii). This modern fo-
cus on prose style can plausibly be connected to the large role played by prose
composition (the translation of English prose into Greek, usually in imitation of
specific authors or styles) in the Classics curriculum, especially in Britain.

18Dover (1974, 1978). Dover recently commented (1994: 157), ‘‘When I began
to mine the riches of Attic forensic oratory I was astonished to discover that the
mine had never been exploited.’’


