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the orators

In the century from about 420 to 320, dozens—perhaps even hun-
dreds—of now unknown orators and logographers must have com-
posed speeches that are now lost, but only ten of these men were se-
lected for preservation and study by ancient scholars, and only works
collected under the names of these ten have been preserved. Some of
these works are undoubtedly spurious, though in most cases they are
fourth-century works by a different author rather than later ‘‘forger-
ies.’’ Indeed, modern scholars suspect that as many as seven of the
speeches attributed to Demosthenes may have been written by Apol-
lodorus, son of Pasion, who is sometimes called ‘‘the eleventh ora-
tor.’’ 10 Including these speeches among the works of Demosthenes
may have been an honest mistake, or perhaps a bookseller felt he could
sell more copies of these speeches if they were attributed to a more
famous orator.

In alphabetical order the Ten Orators are as follows: 11

� aeschines (ca. 395–ca. 322) rose from obscure origins to become
an important Athenian political figure, first an ally, then a bitter
enemy of Demosthenes. His three speeches all concern major pub-
lic issues. The best known of these (Aes. 3) was delivered at the trial
in 330, when Demosthenes responded with On the Crown (Dem.
18). Aeschines lost the case and was forced to leave Athens and live
the rest of his life in exile.

� andocides (ca. 440–ca. 390) is best known for his role in the
scandal of 415, when just before the departure of the fateful Athe-
nian expedition to Sicily during the PeloponnesianWar (431–404),
a band of young men mutilated statues of Hermes, and at the same
time information was revealed about the secret rites of Demeter.

xii dinarchus, hyperides, & lycurgus

10See Trevett 1992.
11The Loeb volumes ofMinor Attic Orators also include the prominent Athe-

nian political figure Demades (ca. 385–319), who was not one of the Ten; but the
only speech that has come down to us under his name is a later forgery. It is pos-
sible that Demades and other fourth-century politicians who had a high reputa-
tion for public speaking did not put any speeches in writing, especially if they
rarely spoke in the courts (see above n. 8).
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Andocides was exiled but later returned. Two of the four speeches
in his name give us a contemporary view of the scandal: one pleads
for his return, the other argues against a second period of exile.

� antiphon (ca. 480–411), as already noted, wrote forensic speeches
for others and only once spoke himself. In 411 he participated in an
oligarchic coup by a group of 400, and when the democrats re-
gained power he was tried for treason and executed. His six surviv-
ing speeches include three for delivery in court and the three Te-
tralogies—imaginary intellectual exercises for display or teaching
that consist of four speeches each, two on each side. All six of An-
tiphon’s speeches concern homicide, probably because these stood
at the beginning of the collection of his works. Fragments of some
thirty other speeches cover many different topics.

� demosthenes (384–322) is generally considered the best of the
Attic orators. Although his nationalistic message is less highly re-
garded today, his powerful mastery of and ability to combine many
different rhetorical styles continues to impress readers. Demosthe-
nes was still a child when his wealthy father died. The trustees
of the estate apparently misappropriated much of it, and when he
came of age, he sued them in a series of cases (27–31), regaining
some of his fortune and making a name as a powerful speaker. He
then wrote speeches for others in a variety of cases, public and pri-
vate, and for his own use in court (where many cases involved ma-
jor public issues), and in the Assembly, where he opposed the grow-
ing power of Philip of Macedon. The triumph of Philip and his son
Alexander the Great eventually put an end to Demosthenes’ career.
Some sixty speeches have come down under his name, about a third
of them of questionable authenticity.

� dinarchus (ca. 360–ca. 290) was born in Corinth but spent
much of his life in Athens as a metic (a noncitizen resident). His
public fame came primarily from writing speeches for the prosecu-
tions surrounding the Harpalus affair in 324, when several promi-
nent figures (including Demosthenes) were accused of bribery. Af-
ter 322 he had a profitable career as a logographer.

� hyperides (390–322) was a political leader and logographer of so
many different talents that he was called the pentathlete of orators.
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He was a leader of the Athenian resistance to Philip and Alexander
and (like Demosthenes) was condemned to death after Athens’ fi-
nal surrender. One speech and substantial fragments of five others
have been recovered from papyrus remains; otherwise, only frag-
ments survive.

� isaeus (ca. 415–ca. 340) wrote speeches on a wide range of topics,
but the eleven complete speeches that survive, dating from ca. 390
to ca. 344, all concern inheritance. As with Antiphon, the survival
of these particular speeches may have been the result of the later
ordering of his speeches by subject; we have part of a twelfth speech
and fragments and titles of some forty other works. Isaeus is said to
have been a pupil of Isocrates and the teacher of Demosthenes.

� isocrates (436–338) considered himself a philosopher and edu-
cator, not an orator or rhetorician. He came from a wealthy Athe-
nian family but lost most of his property in the PeloponnesianWar,
and in 403 he took up logography. About 390 he abandoned this
practice and turned to writing and teaching, setting forth his edu-
cational, philosophical, and political views in essays that took the
form of speeches but were not meant for oral delivery. He favored
accommodation with the growing power of Philip ofMacedon and
panhellenic unity. His school was based on a broad concept of rhet-
oric and applied philosophy; it attracted pupils from the entire
Greek world (including Isaeus, Lycurgus, and Hyperides) and be-
came the main rival of Plato’s Academy. Isocrates greatly influenced
education and rhetoric in the Hellenistic, Roman, and modern pe-
riods until the eighteenth century.

� lycurgus (ca. 390–ca. 324) was a leading public official who re-
stored the financial condition of Athens after 338 and played a large
role in the city for the next dozen years. He brought charges of
corruption or treason against many other officials, usually with suc-
cess. Only one speech survives.

� lysias (ca. 445–ca. 380) was a metic—an official resident of Ath-
ens but not a citizen. Much of his property was seized by the Thirty
during their short-lived oligarchic coup in 404–403. Perhaps as a
result he turned to logography. More than thirty speeches survive
in whole or in part, though the authenticity of some is doubted.
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We also have fragments or know the titles of more than a hundred
others. The speeches cover a wide range of cases, and he may have
delivered one himself (Lys. 12), on the death of his brother at the
hands of the Thirty. Lysias is particularly known for his vivid nar-
ratives, his ēthopoiı̈a, or ‘‘creation of character,’’ and his prose style,
which became a model of clarity and vividness.

the works of the orators

As soon as speeches began to be written down, they could be pre-
served. We know little about the conditions of book ‘‘publication’’
(i.e., making copies for distribution) in the fourth century, but there
was an active market for books in Athens, and some of the speeches
may have achieved wide circulation.12 An orator (or his family) may
have preserved his own speeches, perhaps to advertise his ability or
demonstrate his success, or booksellers may have collected and copied
them in order to make money.

We do not know how closely the preserved text of these speeches
corresponded to the version actually delivered in court or in the As-
sembly. Speakers undoubtedly extemporized or varied from their text
on occasion, but there is no good evidence that deliberative speeches
were substantially revised for publication.13 In forensic oratory a lo-
gographer’s reputation would derive first and foremost from his suc-
cess with jurors. If a forensic speech was victorious, there would be no
reason to alter it for publication, and if it lost, alteration would prob-
ably not deceive potential clients. Thus, the published texts of forensic
speeches were probably quite faithful to the texts that were provided
to clients, and we have little reason to suspect substantial alteration in
the century or so before they were collected by scholars in Alexandria
(see below).

In addition to the speaker’s text, most forensic speeches have breaks
for the inclusion of documents. The logographer inserted a notation
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12Dover’s discussion (1968) of the preservation and transmission of the works
of Lysias (and perhaps others under his name) is useful not just for Lysias but for
the other orators too. His theory of shared authorship between logographer and
litigant, however, is unconvincing (see Usher 1976).

13See further Trevett 1996: 437–439.


