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As this book was about to go to press, I received the sad 
news from Buenos Aires that Victoria Ocampo died at her 
home in San Isidro in the early hours of January 27, 1979. 
Though she did not often talk of death itself, one of her last 
letters to me closed with the following: "The effect of spring 
is visible everywhere and the garden is very green and 
blooming. What a pity we cant renew ourselves in the same 
way. But there must be a reason why." 

DM. 

I wrote the above paragraph more than ten years ago, 
shortly after Victoria's death, not knowing that my mother, 
to whom this book was dedicated, would also die within 
days of its publication, in the first warmth of a New York 
spring. Victoria never saw the book; my mothers penciled 
notes in the copy she was reading stopped two pages from 
the end. The feeling of satisfaction one should have seeing a 
finished book has always been tempered by the bittersweet 
memories of those months. A decade letter, my work has 
another chance to reach new readers; essentially, it's the 
same text, with a new look and a few minor errors cor­
rected. Ym especially pleased that it will reappear in 1990, 
the one hundredth anniversary of Victoria's birth. To those 
who seek further details of her life, I recommend her 
extraordinary six-volume autobiography, published post­
humously by Ediciones Revista Sur. For additional infor­
mation, including critical and bibliographic studies 
published since 1979, see my essay on Victoria in Spanish 
American Women Writers, edited by Diane Marting, to be 
published by Greenwood Press, also in 1990. 

DM. 
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