Acknowledgments

It would be impossible to tackle such a project as this alone. 1
am grateful to my sponsoring editor, Shannon Davies, for her
endless patience and her expert guidance. Without her con-
stant words of encouragement this work would never have seen
the light of day.

My husband, Harold, provided unwavering support and
constructive criticism through his numerous readings of the
manuscript.

My splendid, devoted friend Sharlande Sledge donned her
English-teacher hat and read and proofread the final draft with
red pen in hand.

Ellie Womack was extremely helpful, especially while I was
writing the chapter on hummingbird banding. She and I
e-mailed the pages back and forth to each other many times
until I finally got it right.

Nancy Newfield provided needed information and gave en-
couragement, and she allowed me to hold in my hands and
release one of the rubythroats she banded at the “Hummer/
Bird Celebration!” in Rockport-Fulton, Texas.

I am indebted to Janet Sheets, who retrieved documents both
in the scientific field and in the popular literature from the ar-
chives of Moody Library, Baylor University, in Waco.

Last, but by no means least, I owe a tremendous debt of
gratitude to photographers Curtis E. Williams, Luke Wade,
Barbara Garland, Beth K. Hawkins, and Alan Murphy for the
brilliant images they contributed to make this book a work
of art.

[ xiii ]



“Little birds . . . so different from ours it is a marvel.”
Christopher Columbus, October 21, 1492



