
Acknowledgments 

Many people helped me write this book. I am grateful to the presidents 
of religious orders who cooperated in giving me organizational data 
and who provided lists of former nuns. To those women, in and out of 
orders, who spent hours talking to me about their experiences I owe 
special thanks. In many ways, they provided the insights that helped 
me interpret the story hidden in the organizational statistics. 

Professor Paul Ritterband has put more tedious hours into this book 
than I dare tally. From the time I first conceived the idea of conducting 
a sociological study of religious orders to the last draft of the manu-
script, he provided suggestions and raised many questions that necessi-
tated my exploring the data from new perspectives. His encouragement 
kept me plodding on in moments when I felt I was drowning in mate-
rial. Professor Robert K. Merton has had profound influence on my 
thinking, both as a stimulating teacher and during conversations with 
him about the changes occurring in religious orders. His way of mus-
ing about an issue and raising intriguing questions helped me formulate 
some of the theoretical aspects of the study. Professors Benjamin Za-
blocki, Harriet Zuckerman, Gillian Lindt Gollin, and Joseph Fitzpat-
rick, S.J., gave me helpful comments. 

Several of my colleagues at the University of Houston have been 
invaluable in critiquing the manuscript and suggesting ways of improv-
ing it. Janet Chafetz challenged me to consider the changes among 
Catholic nuns as part of the overall women's movement. In addition, 
her interest in the study and her reading of the manuscript led to some 
important revisions. Russell Curtis read the manuscript for its organi-
zational implications and insisted that I emphasize the interplay of or-
ganizational and individual data. Harold A. Nelson also suggested 
some additions to the organizational approach. Michael Grimes and 
Rodolphe Charest assisted me with computer-related problems. 

Jill Alsup helped me construct the organizational survey and get it 
mailed to religious orders. I remember that we mailed the final ones 
from Hell's Half Acre, Wyoming. She also assisted me with the inter-



xviii Acknowledgments 

viewing of nuns and ex-nuns. My parents and siblings (all five of them) 
as well as my close friends, Barbara and Nelson Brown, were very 
encouraging throughout the process. 

At the time the initial data were collected, I was a member of the 
Sisters of Divine Providence, San Antonio, Texas. The president of the 
order was very supportive of my research endeavors. Some of the 
financial support for the study was provided by Our Lady of the Lake 
College as well as by a small research grant from Columbia University. 

By the time I met my husband in Hermann Park, I had analyzed the 
data and was just beginning to write the book. He and my two step-
sons, Nelson and James, have a way of making life fun, even the 
ordeal of writing a book. 


