Preface

’-Eu: MEexicaN REVOLUTION, which began in 1910 and
is still in progress, has been one of the most important and ambitious
sociopolitical experiments in modern history. The Revolution has de-
veloped in three distinct stages: the period which saw the overthrow of
the dictatorship and attempts at modified reform, the longer era of
bloodshed and devastation during which radical ideas were written
into the constitution but during which little actual progress was made,
and the much longer span during which the ideas have been put into
practice. The present volume concerns itself with only the first stage of
this development; later volumes will deal with the succeeding stages.

The task of research has been made easier through the kindness and
helpfulness of a large number of persons in both Mexico and the United
States. To José C. Valadés I owe a debt of gratitude which can never
be repaid. I wish also to express my deep appreciation for the aid
given me by Juan B. Iguinez, Arturo Arnaiz y Freg, Silvio Zavala,
Roberto Ramos, Paul V. Murray, Emilio Madero, and a host of un-
named librarians in Mexico City who gave me valuable assistance in
finding materials and made my working conditions as pleasant as
possible. The staffs of the Library of the University of Texas, the
Library of Congress, and the Archives of the United States were un-
stintingly co-operative and helpful.

For financial assistance which made much of the research and
writing possible, I am indebted to the United States Department of
State, the Faculty Research Committee at Princeton University, and
the Research Council of Rutgers University.
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