
A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S 

The difficulty is not beginning, it is knowing where to end. Ordinarily, 
the boundaries seem clear. Readers think of a book as a discrete object, 
the product of a single author, a commodity, a physical thing, an elabo-
rated argument. As an author, however, "my book" does not primarily 
describe the object you are holding but one of the principles that has or-
ganized my life for many years, a kind of ασκησις or discipline. I do not 
think first of my claims about Athenian litigation but about my writing 
routine: By 7 each morning I am at work at my desk, which sits in a sweep-
ing bay window looking east over the stacked houses in Noe Valley. After 
at least two hours' work, about the time the fog begins to thin, I walk 
down 24th Street, stopping for coffee and to read the morning paper. I 
time the rest of my morning by the shouts of the children at recess at 10 
and 12 across the street at St. Philip's School, and so on. This peculiar, 
sometimes even obsessive, discipline has governed not only my own life 
but those of the people around me as well. Thus, there are many I want to 
thank not only for supporting me in this project but also for acquiescing 
themselves to the discipline of the book. 

Although sometime in the summer of 1993 I realized that my disserta-
tion, even in a revised form, was not the book I wanted to write, the pres-
ent project grew out of that earlier attempt. I cannot imagine a better 
place than the Department of History at the University of Chicago to have 
been trained in the rigor and imagination of the discipline. My under-
Standing of history in large part comes from the many extraordinary 
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people, both students and faculty, I met there. Dan Beaver, Mike Kugler, 
Dan Gordon, Ernie Aronson, Bill Kunze, David Goodman, Joe McCor-
mick, and Martin Zelder were all essential to my life as a graduate stu-
dent. Antoinette Burton continues to be so brilliant and so funny that 
she deserves a sentence of her own. Probably more. My dissertation com-
mittee—Ian Morris, James Redfield, Charles Grey, and particularly my 
advisor, Richard Saller—not only oversaw that project; their comments, 
suggestions, and insights have continued to animate this work just as 
their practice as historians continues to be a model for my own. Earlier 
still than even all this, Carol Thomas first introduced me to the joys and 
potentials of Greek history when I was an undergraduate at the Univer-
sity of Washington. Although most of these people have not seen the pres-
ent work, in small ways and large, their influence runs throughout it. 

Scholarship is much more a collective than an individual endeavor, and 
this book is the product of many conversations over the last few years. 
I think immediately of Jerry Shurman, Mary James, William Diebold, 
Darius Rejali, Jennifer Dellner, Wally Englert, Andrew Kelley, Martin 
Bloomer, Leslie Kurke, and Lisa Maurizio. During most of the period 
when I was writing this book, the Classics Department at Stanford Uni-
versity provided a collegial, intellectually stimulating home. The depart-
ment provided essential institutional support, both buying my computer 
and arranging my teaching schedule to have time off, for which I am ex-
tremely grateful. While at Stanford, I also taught in the Program in Cul-
tures, Ideas, and Values; my colleagues in Great Works were an extraor-
dinary group of scholars, teachers, and friends. Although it sometimes 
seems like there is a tradeoff between teaching and research, this book 
would not be as good as it is without all I have learned from my students 
at both Reed College and Stanford. 

Many people have enriched my life and contributed to this book (in 
ways they may not suspect) by doing so. I owe thanks to Dave Bates, Jean 
Bates, Emily Bates, Einar Molver, Kermit Nies, Colm Davis, Todd Payne, 
Ellen Tilden, Lamar Witmer, and Erin Carlston. My parents deserve spe-
cial gratitude for always supporting me, especially in my education, no 
matter how esoteric the choices I made must have seemed. 

Several people have read all or part of this manuscript; their thought-
ful comments have dramatically improved it. Ian Morris has read three 
different versions over the years and responded thoughtfully to each. 
Mark Edwards has not only read and commented on much of it but en-
dured my disquisitions at countless dinners early on when I was trying to 
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figure out what I was thinking—and he was always kind enough to pick 
up the check. Mike Jameson has focused and broadened my thinking not 
only by his feedback but by our many conversations over lunch about 
Greek history. Jon Goldberg-Hiller read the manuscript late in its devel-
opment; his early insistence that I explain what I meant by "the law" 
echoed through my mind as I wrote every section. Margaret Imber read 
an early version of Chapter 3 and let me know I was on the right track. 
Stephen Theilke gave me many helpful comments on the Introduction. I 
delivered an embryonic version of Chapter 5 at the convention of the 
American Philological Association in 1993 and appreciated the com-
ments of the respondent, Mogens Herman Hansen, and of the panel co-
organizers, Adele Scafuro and Bob Wallace. At a critical juncture, Matt 
Christ scoured the manuscript, which benefited in ways both detailed and 
fundamental. Finally, Michael Gagarin gave me a remarkably precise, in-
sightful, and practical set of comments, twice. There are places where we 
disagree, but if my arguments persuade you, it is only because he helped 
sharpen them. 

I wrote the first draft of this book between January and Septem-
ber 1995. During that time and subsequent periods when I was revising 
it, three people made especial sacrifices to accommodate my cloistered 
life. Alex Robertson Textor brought me great joy with his passion, intel-
ligence, and silliness. Jason McGraw's friendship has been a bedrock in 
my life for many years. The intricate workings of his mind inspire my 
own; he suggested that I should have a blurb on the back that says: "In 
the event of water landing, this book can be used as a flotation device." 
Jason has given considerable buoyancy to both my book and my life. Fi-
nally, what I owe to Adam Geary is difficult to express. He read the man-
uscript several times and often seemed to understand it better and have 
more faith in it (and in me) than I did. His enthusiasm for this project 
and love for me have made my life especially rich and wonderful. 

S.J. 
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