Preface

Many of the ideas for this book were developed several years ago while I
was conducting a comparative study of industrialization and political
change in Latin America. Among other findings, this early research con-
vinced me that more case-study analysis would be extremely useful in ex-
posing the richness and validity of concepts and the importance and com-
pleteness of theories in this area.

I selected Mexico for this case study for a number of reasons. First, it is
becoming an increasingly significant nation from both a political and an
economic perspective. Thus, a better understanding of the political in-
teractions involving its industrial sector could be quite beneficial. Second,
scholarly research on Mexico has been reevaluating a number of tradi-
tional concepts (including authoritarianism and dependency) as they apply
to the country. Analysis of the role of industrialists could contribute to
this rethinking of previous notions of Mexico’s development. Finally,
Mexico presents some significant differences in terms of the major
variables that are the focus of this book. Substantiating these differences
is a major function of this research. These variations demonstrate that the
principal concepts of economic and political development are continuous
variables rather than general categorizations, and the Mexican distinctions
help uncover important linkages among the variables.

I use two original data sets in this book: industrial production data from
1929 to 1981, disaggregated by twelve industrial branches, and a survey of
the political attitudes of industrial leaders from the two most important in-
dustrial organizations in Mexico (with a survey of Venezuelan industrial
leaders also included for comparison). The industrialization data come
principally from primary Mexican government sources, and the survey is
a mail questionnaire administered in the summer of 1980. I gathered
additional information during research trips to Mexico in the summers of
1979 and 1980 and in the first half of 1983. I interviewed industrial leaders
and conducted archival research in public and private libraries in Mexico
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(particularly those at the Banco de México, Nacional Financiera, and the
Centro de Investigaciéon y Docencia Econdmicas). Sources at a number of
U.S. libraries were also utilized, including the Indiana University Library,
the Benson Latin American Collection at the University of Texas, the Co-
lumbus Memorial Library of the Organization of American States, the
Library of Congress, and the U.S. Department of State Library. The
librarians at all of these institutions were quite generous with their services
and their resources. An extended stay at the Nettie Lee Benson Collection
at the University of Texas at Austin in the summer of 1981 was particularly
helpful. Throughout the project, I have attempted to utilize as many Mex-
ican sources as possible, including newspapers, magazines, journals, in-
dustrial sector publications, government documents, and monographs.

I am grateful to a number of institutions for financial assistance in
bringing this research to fruition. Two grants from the Organized
Research Fund of the University of Texas at Arlington supported the field
research in Mexico in 1979 and 1980 as well as a trip to Washington,
D.C., to utilize sources there. A National Endowment for the Humanities
summer stipend provided the opportunity to devote full time one summer
to writing a major portion of this book, and a grant from the Mellon
Foundation financed the research at the Benson Latin American Collec-
tion in Austin. Finally, a Fulbright research grant provided an invaluable
six-month stay in Mexico in 1983.

During the Fulbright grant, I was fortunate to be affiliated with the
Centro de Investigacion y Docencia Economicas (CIDE) in Mexico City.
CIDE provided excellent resources and a conducive environment for refin-
ing the analysis in the latter stages of this research. Colleagues there who
were particularly helpful in providing comments, data sources, and in-
sights were Maria Amparo Casar, Gabriel Diaz Rivera, Eduardo Jacobs,
Wilson Peres, and Francisco Valdés.

I am also indebted to a number of other scholars who offered their com-
ments on various parts of this manuscript. David Collier, the late John
Gillespie, Paul Kuznets, Philippe Schmitter, and Richard Stryker con-
tributed immensely to the early formulations of these ideas in the context
of the comparative research. After the focus switched to a case study of
Mexico, several knowledgeable colleagues provided their useful insights
and opinions on various chapters: Roderic Camp, William Glade, Daniel
Levy, John F. H. Purcell, Karl Schmitt, Evelyn Stevens, Gabriel Székely,
and Van Whiting. Of course, none of these individuals are responsible for
the flaws that remain.

Finally, personal thanks are owed to Anita, whose patience seldom wore
thin, to Arian and Alejandro, who are too young to understand but none-
theless contributed in their special way, and to my parents, who made it all
possible.



