
A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S 

George W. Brackenridge destroyed some of his personal papers be­
fore his death, and the others vanished under puzzling circumstances. 
Thus, the writing of his biography has presented peculiar difficulties, 
and I am deeply indebted to those who lent assistance. 

Especially am I indebted to Gilbert W. Denman, Jr., president of 
the George W. Brackenridge Foundation, whose family for three gen­
erations has been associated with Brackenridge enterprises and whose 
help and suggestions have been vital. Others in the banking institu­
tions founded by Brackenridge have also gone beyond the call of duty 
in assisting. Dorsey D. Hopwood, president of the First National Bank 
of San Antonio, formerly the San Antonio National Bank, opened the 
old records and archives of the bank, and Mabel Lohman searched 
through them for pertinent material. Ben Scholl, Robert Neal, and 
George List contributed personal reminiscences of Brackenridge's 
banking career, as did the late Roland Springall of the San Antonio 
Bank and Trust Company. 

Johnowene Brackenridge Crutcher Menger, a descendant of Brack­
enridge's brother, rendered invaluable aid in regard to her family his­
tory. She shared the results of her extensive genealogical research and 
made available the collection of material that formed the basis of her 
master's thesis on her aunt, Mary Eleanor Brackenridge. 

Other generous contributors were Brownson and Louise Malsch, au­
thorities on the history of Jackson County. They not only shared their 
knowledge but also guided me to the old Brackenridge cemetery and 
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to Mrs. O. H. Staples, who supplied a photograph of the Brackenridge 
home built near Texana in the 1850's. 

Claire B. Cramer of Los Altos, California, executrix of the estate 
of Georgina Brackenridge Spooner Burke, also supplied essential in­
formation. She searched through old files left in her custody to find 
letters, a diary, and photographs that filled a void in the biography. 
These she sent to me with the request that they be deposited in the 
archives of the University of Texas upon completion of the book. 

Another valuable body of material was contributed by Ronald B. 
Jager of Southwest Texas State University, who once considered writ­
ing a biography of Brackenridge but abandoned the idea. Especially 
helpful were his taped interviews with the following, whom I also 
wish to thank: Katherine Franklin Hart, daughter of Brackenridge's 
attorney and friend; Isabella Mathews Mclntyre, Brackenridge's niece; 
Eugene Brackenridge, a kinsman; Zulime Herff Simpson, daughter of 
Brackenridge's banking associate; C. Stanley Banks, San Antonio busi­
nessman and historian; and James Pearson Newcomb, descendant of 
Brackenridge's contemporary of the same name. 

For additional material or suggestions I am indebted to the follow­
ing: to Chauncey Stillman of New York for information and a photo­
graph of Charles Stillman; to Ralph Yarborough for taking time from 
his busy career in the United States Senate to supply an anecdote of 
Brackenridge's Civil War career; to John Pilkington of the University 
of Mississippi for a Brackenridge story he discovered while research­
ing in another field; to Carol King of San Antonio for her reminis­
cences of her aunt, Dr. Mary C. Harper; to Waldine Tauch, sculptress 
and protege of Pompeo Coppini, for her recollections of the Bracken­
ridge era; to Ken Ragsdale for his notes of an interview with a Brack­
enridge associate, Atlee B. Ayres; to Houston H. Harte, Jr., of the 
San Antonio Express for help in the search—alas, futile—for the lost 
Brackenridge papers; to Walter E. Long of Austin for sharing his 
personal knowledge of Brackenridge's dream of a larger campus for 
the University of Texas; and to Dick McCracken of Incarnate Word 
College for photographs of Brackenridge Villa. 

Like all others who engage in historical research, I am under obliga­
tion to a host of competent librarians. Katherine Hart and her staff of 
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the Austin-Travis County Collection, Austin Public Library, made re­
search a pleasure both by their courtesy and by the thorough indexing 
of their manuscript collections. Janell Jensen of Houghton Library, 
Harvard University, searched through manuscript collections for 
Brackenridge material, as did Albert U. Blair of the National Ar­
chives. Catherine W. McDowell of the Alamo Library and Marie 
Berry of the San Antonio Public Library guided me to material related 
to their city. Llerena Friend and Mary Beth Fleischer of the University 
of Texas Library, as is their custom, shared their wide knowledge of 
Texas history. 

Finally, a word of appreciation is due my husband, Dale, and son, 
Mark, who braved the brambles of Jackson County in search of George 
W. Brackenridge's grave and endured the dust of several archives as I 
searched for the man. 
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