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FRONTISPIECE: Eroy Brown. Photograph by Michael O'Brien.
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For Lynn, who made it possible.

In memory of Molly Ivins, who always said it was a great story.
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The historian’s task is not to disrupt for the sake of it, but it is to tell what is al-

most always an uncomfortable story and explain why the discomfort is part of 

the truth we need to live well and live properly. A well-organized society is one 

in which we know the truth about ourselves collectively, not one in which we tell 

pleasant lies about ourselves. ||| T ON Y  J U D T

If you put good people in a bad place, do the people triumph or does the place 

corrupt them? ||| PH I L I P  Z I M BA R DO,  T H E  LUC I F E R E F F E C T
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