Ancient Egyptian Literature



THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK



N =4
A

_AlleR

Coii=—1

=
S5R=S
RNEET

ﬁﬁzm@
ANCIENT 2%
Egyptian Literature

An Antbology

TRANSLATED BY JOHN L. FOSTER

VUNI\/ERSITY OF TEXAS PRESS



This book has been supported by an endowment dedicated to classics and the an-
cient world, funded by grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities
and the Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, the James R. Dougherty, Jr., Founda-
tion, and the Rachael and Ben Vaughan Foundation, and by gifts from Mark and Jo
Ann Finley, Lucy Shoe Meritt, Anne Byrd Nalle, and other individual donors.

“Why, just now, must you question your heart”; “I love you through the daytimes”;
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“My love is one and only”; “Love, how I'd love to slip down to the pond”; “Love of
you is mixed deep in my vitals”; “I think I'll go home and lie very still”; and songs
i-viii from Songs of the Birdcatcher’s Daughter originally appeared in Love Songs of
the New Kingdom, by John L. Foster, reprinted by the University of Texas Press,
Austin, 1992. Used here with permission.

Prayer to the King to Rise Up; Hymn to the King as a Primordial God; Hymn
to the King as a Flash of Lightning; Prayer of the King as a Star Fading in the
Dawn; The Greatness of the King; Prayer of King Ramesses II; Hymn to the Ris-
ing Sun; In Praise of Amun; The Prayers of Pahery; From the Tomb of King Intef
first appeared in H)/mns, Pra_yers, and Sangs: An Antho]agy (yrAncient Egyptian L/vric
Poetry (SBL Writings from the Ancient World 8) Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1995.

Used here with permission.
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To my friends

and colleagues

at the

Oriental Institute,

University of Chicago
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I have heard the words of Imhotep, and Hordjedef, too,
retold time and again in their narrations.

Where are their dwellings now?
Their walls are down,

Their places gone,

like something that has never been.

Harper’s Song from the Tomb of King Intef



THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK



