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PEOPLE AND NATURE

Nature affords for our contemplation subjects from the minutest to the
most grand . . . the farther we investigate her secrets the wider
appears the range she opens to us. The nearer view we take of her, the
more captivating does she appear.

‘“STUDIES IN NATURE,’’ 1839

America was . . . the Domain of Nature.

—‘““ROMANCE IN AMERICA,” 1844

Against absolute authority there was a counter influence, rudely and
wildly antagonistic. Canada was at the very portal of the great
interior wilderness. The St. Lawrence and the Lakes were the
Inghway to that domain of savage freedom.

—THE OLD REGIME, 1874
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The eighteen-year-old explorer tells of his exploits:
“Dear Father,

I write, as in duty bound, to relieve your spirit of the overwhelming load of anxiety which
doubtless oppresses you, seeing that your son is a wanderer in a strange land—a land of
precipices and lakes, bears, wolves, and wildcats.” (Parkman to his father, July 22, 1841, from

Conway, New Hampshire; courtesy Daniel Sargent and Massachusetts Historical Society.)



