
INTRODUCTION  xiii

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Writing this book has been a real labor 
of love. It represents the culmination of 
forty years of personal and professional 
relationships in Costa Rica. Special appre-
ciation goes to my wife, Ethelle, and my 
son, Craig, who have traveled with me 
from Minnesota to Costa Rica many times 
and helped with everything from wildlife 
observations to editing and preparing the 
manuscript. In 1985, Karen Johnson, the 
owner of Preferred Adventures Ltd. in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, urged us to try leading 
a birding trip to Costa Rica. We finally 
agreed and led our first trip in 1987. It was 
the beginning of a wonderful experience 
that has enabled us to meet many special 
people in our tour groups as well as Costa 
Rican tourism outfitters, guides, and 
ecolodge staffs.
	 Michael Kaye, the owner of Costa Rica 
Expeditions, has been very supportive of 
this project and has coordinated our travel 
there. He facilitated travel to visit several 
sites for photography purposes, includ-
ing Monteverde Lodge. Carlos Gómez 
Nieto is the extraordinary guide who has 
led all but one of our Costa Rican birding 
trips. Carlos is the premier birder in Costa 
Rica, and his vast knowledge of wildlife 
behavior and identification has helped us 

accumulate our wildlife records, which 
now exceed 27,000 observations. Manuel 
Salas and Marco Antonio “Niño” Morales 
have been the drivers for most of our trips 
and have been invaluable in spotting birds 
and in providing us with safe and memo-
rable travel experiences.
	 Other people have helped with facili-
tating our travels and the collection of 
information and photos. They include 
Lisa and Kathy Erb at Rancho Naturalista; 
Don Efraín Chacón, Rolando Chacón, 
and the rest of the Chacón family; Amos 
Bien of Rara Avis; Gail Hewson-Hull; 
Luis Diego Gómez; and the late Dr. Alex-
ander Skutch and Pamela Skutch at Los 
Cusingos.
	 Biologists and scientists provided 
expertise on species identification and life 
history data, including Dr. Daniel Janzen, 
Dr. Graciela Candelas, Dr. Alexander 
Skutch, Dr. Frank T. Hovore, and Jorge 
Corrales of the Instituto Nacional de Bio-
diversidad (inbio).
	 And finally, special appreciation goes 
to all the Costa Rican travelers who have 
accompanied us on our birding trips and 
provided the companionship, sharp eyes, 
and friendships that have enriched our 
lives.

Henderson_4446_BK 00_FCID.indd   13 1/25/10   1:46 PM



THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK



INTRODUCTION  xv

Butterflies, Moths,and Other 
Invertebrates of Costa Rica
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xvi  BUTTERFLIES, MOTHS, AND OTHER INVERTEBRATES OF COSTA RICA

The name “Costa Rica” means “Rich Coast.”
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