ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Many people provided inspiration and support for the work that went into this
book. We would like to acknowledge Siegfried Weisel and Sabine Weber for their
untiring work toward the conservation of Costa Rica’s wild cats and for provid-
ing the setting for one of the authors (C. C. N.} to work with and learn from
them. They also provided photo opportunities and many hours of discussions on
conservation, education, and wildlife management. Their experiences and ef-
forts have inspired us and enriched this book. We also thank Lilly and Werner
Hagnauer for their fruitful discussions and for providing reference material, both
live and in print, of much usefulness for this book.

We thank Len Berry from the Florida Center for Environmental Studies (CES)
of Florida Atlantic University and Ken Cummins and Pat Gostel from the South
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) for supporting the authors during
the writing of the final manuscript.

We would also like to acknowledge the following individuals and organiza-
tions for providing information, support, or assistance during the field activities
that are related in the book: the Costa Rican Wildlife Department and the Na-
tional Park Service (now parts of the Ministry of the Environment and Energy,
or MINAE), particularly Alexandra Sienz, Juan Rodriguez, Sigifredo Marin, and
the staff of the Santa Rosa, Guanacaste, Palo Verde, Tenorio, and other national



parks; the Organization of American States (OAS) in their Sustainable Develop-
ment of the San Juan River Watershed Project, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, par-
ticularly Juan José Castro, Alekcey Chuprine, Rigoberto Argiiello, Mario
Rodriguez, Rossy Araya, and the rest of the staff and consultants that worked
on the project; the staff and members of the Heliconia Biological Field Station,
especially Marvin Jiménez and his family, for the many hours spent in the field
learning about the plants and animals they are in charge of protecting, and for
showing what real conservationists can do; Pablo Riba and Lucia de la Osa for
sharing their experiences in Osa Peninsula; Tadeu Gomes de Oliveira for shar-
ing his book and his knowledge of Neotropical cats; Elias Chdvez, Marco
Fischer, Geraldine Kleinsasser, Stine Christiansen, Walter Odio, and all the
other volunteers and supporters of PROFELIS; Daniel Janzen and Winnie
Hallwachs for providing the setting and inspiration, and for supporting one of
the authors (C. de la R.) in his projects and activities in Central America, par-
ticularly in Costa Rica; the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID), especially Arturo Villalobos and the staff of AGRIDEC, particularly
Bernardo Pestano, Federico Poey, Nancy Fong, and George Primov, for their
support during C. de la R.’s work in northern Costa Rica; Mario Boza for shar-
ing his ideas and enthusiasm for the Meso-American Biological Corridor;
Sorrell Downer and the staff of Green Arrow for their efforts in supporting vol-
unteers for our Costa Rican projects; and Antonio Ruiz and the staff of the
Fundacion del Rio in Nicaragua for hosting the authors every time we traveled
to that wonderful country. '

Finally, C. de la R. would like to acknowledge the contributions of Mary
Patricia de la Rosa and Charlie and Lizzy de la Rosa for sharing and participat-
ing in some of the most exciting years of his life living and working on the
slopes of the Orosi Volcano in Costa Rica. We would like to thank Lizzy de la
Rosa for the skull illustrations.

The staff of the University of Texas Press proved to be instrumental in mak-
ing this book more readable, enjoyable, and organized. Their contributions, as
well as those from two anonymous reviewers, were substantial. We'd like to
acknowledge especially Shannon Davies, Sheri Englund, Mandy Woods, Allison
Faust, Teresa Wingfield, and Nancy Bryan, as well as the rest of the staff and re-
viewers associated with the press.

xiv  The Carnivores of Central America



A GUIDE TO THE CaIHjVOIeS OF CENTRAL AMERICA



The Order Carnivora



