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Tejano South Texas was initiated in 1987 when I was on the faculty at
Texas A&M University, College Station. My appointment in the
Department of Geography required me to regularly teach a semes-
ter course on the geography of Texas. Through considerable read-
ing and field explorations, I became convinced that South Texas
was a unique subregion of the Mexican American borderland. I
continued with the project upon my appointment to Arizona State
University, Tempe, in 1990, although interruptions and new duties
delayed completion of the research and writing until 2000.

Dozens of individuals and institutions have supported this
project, although no major funding sources sponsored the research.
Campbell W. Pennington, Head, Department of Geography at Texas
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A&M University, first invited me to Texas for a visiting appointment in
1980, and I returned there to a permanent post in 1983.1 am thankful to
those who supported my travels to South Texas to engage in archival and
field research. Over the years, assistance was provided by Brian W. Blouet,
Head, Department of Geography, Texas A&M University; Patricia Gober,
Anthony Brazel, and Breandan O hUallachain, Chairs, Department of
Geography, Arizona State University; and Raymond Padilla and Felipe
Castro, Directors, Hispanic Research Center, Arizona State University.

Many archives and museums provided essential materials for the
project: Institute of Texan Cultures, University ofTexas at San Antonio;
Center for American Studies and Benson Latin American Collection,
University ofTexas at Austin; Lower Rio Grande Historical Collection,
University ofTexas, Pan American, Edinburg; Luciano Guajardo Histori-
cal Collection, Laredo Public Library, Laredo, Texas; Hidalgo County
Historical Museum, Edinburg,Texas; La Paz Museum, SanYgnacio,Texas;
South Texas Museum, Alice, Texas; Colonel Jose Antonio Zapata Mu-
seum, Zapata,Texas; and Ramon Hernandez Archives, San Antonio,Texas.

Research specialists who gave generously of their time and exper-
tise included George R. Gause, Jr., Special Collections Librarian, Uni-
versity ofTexas, Pan American; David J. Mycue, Curator of Archives and
Collections, Hidalgo County Historical Museum; Luciano Guajardo,
Director, Special Collections, Laredo Public Library; Joe Moreno, Jr.,
Special Collections Librarian, Luciano Guajardo Historical Collection,
Laredo Public Library;Adan Benavides, Research Programs, Benson Latin
American Collection, University ofTexas at Austin; and Ramon
Hernandez, Musical Archivist, San Antonio.

Individuals who agreed to be interviewed and who kindly permit-
ted me to ask questions about their knowledge of South Texas include
Alfredo E. Cardenas, Publisher, Duval County Picture, San Diego, Texas;
Higinio Martinez Jr., City Administrator, City of Cotulla; Adrian Martinez,
SanYgnacio; Poncho Hernandez Jr., Benavides; Roque Salas,Concepci6n;
Joel Uribe and Marcos Martinez, Laredo; Joe Bernal, San Antonio; and
Abelardo H. Cantu, Mary LouiseT. Cantu, Oliver Perez, and Rose Marie
de la Pena, Los Angeles.

Professional colleagues who answered questions and provided ma-
terials include Joe S. Graham,Texas A&M University, Kingsville; Norma
Cantu, and Jerry Thompson,Texas A&M International University, Laredo;
Mark Glazer, Head, Rio Grande Folklore Archive, University ofTexas,
Pan American; Jorge Gonzalez, Director, Nuevo Santander Museum,
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Laredo; Mario L. Sanchez, Texas Department of Transportation, Austin;
Nina Nixon Mendez, Historic Preservation Officer, City of Laredo;
Arnoldo De Leon, San Angelo State University; and Robert C. Spillman,
Bishop, Texas.

I thank the American Geographical Society publishers of Geographical
Review, the Popular Press publishers of the Journal of Cultural Geography,
and the National Council for Geographic Education publishers of Path-
ways in Geography Series for permission to reproduce portions of my
previously published papers. The Institute of Texan Cultures, American
Geographical Society, Benson Latin American Collection, Laredo Public
Library, South Texas Museum, and the Texas Historical Commission, each
permitted the reproduction of illustrations from their respective works
and archives.

I am grateful to colleagues who read and responded kindly to draft
chapters of the manuscript, especially James R. Curtis,William E. Doolittle,
Richard L. Nostrand, Oscar J. Martinez, F. Arturo Rosales, Malcolm L.
Comeaux, and Carolyn M. Daugherty. I owe a great debt to Barbara
Trapido-Lurie, Research Associate in the Department of Geography at
Arizona State University, for her unwavering commitment to drafting
and supervising the cartography for the many maps and graphics that
appear here from my sketches. I also acknowledge the Arizona Geo-
graphic Alliance, which generously supported a portion of the carto-
graphic production costs. At the University of Texas Press, I thank Will-
iam V. Bishel, sponsoring editor, Leslie Doyle Tingle, assistant managing
editor, and Letitia Blalock, who edited the manuscript. In Texas, Bill
Doolittle, Michael Yoder, and Terry Haverluk occasionally provided shel-
ter and companionship during my visits, and for that hospitality and friend-
ship I am especially thankful.

I express my appreciation to three extraordinary musical talents,
Ry Cooder, John Hiatt, and Lowell George, whose inimitable lyrics and
sounds livened mi unico camino when the airwaves dissolved across the
expanse that is South Texas. I applaud the utter dependability of one 1983
Toyota Mojave pickup truck that transported me for the thousands of
miles I crisscrossed South Texas.

Finally, I thank all South Texans for permitting me, an outsider, to
engage their place and to share in their experience. I hope that through
this work they might come to appreciate the value of the geographer's
point of view.
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