Gracias

I would like to claim that I always envisioned writing this book, but
that was not quite the case. The Peruvian central sierra and San Juan de
Ondores became a part of my path as I struggled to find a dissertation topic.
After a delightful but “unsuccessful” trip to Ayacucho, while spending
some time at the drawing board, I encountered the first traces of the un-
usual trajectories of the Ondores people, a campesino community located
in the Bombon Plateau, next to the Chinchaycocha lake in the highlands of
Junin. At Georgetown University, Erick Langer and John Tutino patiently
listened to my recounting of the first archival findings and convinced me
that I had found what I was looking for. The Department of History and
the Center for Latin American Studies at Georgetown University funded
multiple trips to Peru and a research year spent in Lima, Huancayo, Junin,
and Ondores. I briefly considered visiting San Juan de Ondores before
running into a comunero from San Pedro de Pari who was seeking the
titles of his comunidad at the Archivo General de la Nacién. After he was
treated disdainfully by the staff, I tried to assist him and point him in the
right direction. In return, he provided the phone numbers of the current
communal leaders of San Juan de Ondores. Most of the research that
informs this book could not have been possible without a great deal of
good luck. Contingency also drives history.

Throughout the course of my doctoral program, Georgetown Univer-
sity became home in ways I could not possibly convey. The halls of the
Department of History offered shelter in winter, plenty of coftee, leftovers
from faculty meetings, and—most important—the mentorship and guid-
ance of Erick Langer and John Tutino. Erick and John nourished my early
interests in rural peoples and their struggles with confronting structures
of power. I could not have fulfilled any steps of the arduous processes of
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finishing a doctorate, finding fellowships, and landing jobs without their
enthusiastic support. John McNeill became a source of wisdom of all sorts
in the latter part of my doctoral training, making me one of “his people.”
His ongoing mentorship has pushed me in different and very intellectually
rewarding directions. All of them read the full draft of my dissertation and
made seemingly endless corrections and suggestions. This book is the
result of years of their generous guidance.

While at Georgetown, I found the friendship and comradeship of a
wonderful group of people. Clara Pefia supported a great deal of this part
of the adventure, helped me launch a life abroad, and endured some of
the most challenging parts of this project, including many moves through-
out Lima, Bogotd, and Washington, DC. Patrick Dixon and Lawrence
McMahon helped me emotionally endure the challenge of pursuing a
doctoral degree in a very foreign environment while reading more ver-
sions of the seeds of this book than they probably wanted to. I am very
proud of having been part of the community of Latin American doctoral
students, a generation of wonderful scholars set to achieve great things.
Larisa Veloz, Okezi Otovo, Jonathan Graham, Nate Packard, Daniel Cano,
April Yoder, and Fernando Pérez-Montesinos care about this book and
me much more than I can possibly express. They also brought me to the
Tombs for lagers and ales when times became hard. A pre-postdoctoral
fellowship took me to the Latin American and Latino Studies Program at
Lehigh University, in the core of the postindustrial United States. There, I
benefited from the comradeship of Matthew Bush, Bill Bulman, Bérbara
Zepeda, John Savage, José Cornelio, and Miguel Pillado, with whom I
shared many thoughts, tacos, beers, and curry soups.

The Instituto de Historia at the Pontificia Universidad Catdlica de
Chile allowed me to go back to Latin America after years of training in the
United States, and I will forever be grateful. In San Joaquin, I found a com-
munity of mentors and friends. Fernando Purcell, Alfredo Riquelme, Olaya
Sanfuentes, Claudio Rolle, and Rafael Gaune became endless sources of
academic, professional, and personal advice. Brandi Townsend, a colleague
and friend since our DC times, helped me build another community of
friends and young scholars who became essential for my life and work.
Matias Hermosilla, Denisa Jashari, Joshua Savala, Marianne Gonzilez
Le Saux, Joseph Feldman, Alfonso Salgado, Alyssa Bowen, and Samuel
Finesurrey—the Taller team—read the entire manuscript, made valuable
contributions, and helped me rework it along the way. Constanza Dalla
Porta shared her own enthusiasm for campesino struggles in Chile, read
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too many versions of many passages of this book, tolerated my constant
academic rants, and always cheered me up with her unlimited kindness.

Back in Peru, I have always counted on the unconditional support of
Jests Cosamalén, Margarita Sudrez, Martin Monsalve, Joseph Dager, and
the late Jeffrey Klaiber. Scholars all over the world also made me part of
a community, sharing their intellectual depth. Special thanks go to Paulo
Drinot, Emily Wakild, Adridn Lerner, Brenda Elsey, Joanne Rappaport,
Catalina Garzén, Paul Gootenberg, Christof Mauch, Neil Safier, Hanni
Jalil, José Carlos de la Puente, David Colmenares, Jonathan Graham,
Cecilia Méndez, Gonzalo Romero, Mark Healey, Mark Carey, Brooke
Larson, Claudio Robles, Vanderlei Vazelesk, Florencia Mallon, Charles
Walker, Claudio Barrientos, Miguel La Serna, Emilio Kouri, Enrique
Mayer, Sarah Hines, Nicole Pacino, Angie Picone, Rachel Nolan, Gilbert
Joseph, Mark Rice, Alden Young, Raymond Craib, Aparna Vaidik, Karin
Rosemblatt, and Alfredo Avila. Kerry Webb, my editor at the University of
Texas Press, believed in this project from the very beginning and pushed
me to complete it with patience and kindness. Greg Cushman and another
anonymous reviewer saw the potential of this book, and their insightful
comments made it a much better work.

In an unexpected turn of events, I returned to the United States to
continue my academic career. Smith College opened its doors, brought
me into a world completely unknown to me, and has offered me an op-
portunity to be a better scholar and a more complete human being. In the
Happy Valley, I have had the good fortune of sharing my life with a truly
wonderful array of colleagues, students, and friends. I want to mention,
very specially, the intellectual and personal support of Dana Leibsohn,
Elizabeth Klarich, Roisin O’Sullivan, Elizabeth Pryor, Ginetta Cande-
lario, Rob Dorit, Floyd Cheung, Kiran Asher, Manuela Picq, Michelle
Joffroy, and Maria Helena Rueda. They all offered words of comfort and
encouragement when I needed them the most. Dana, in particular, has
become an exemplary model of collegiality, mentorship, and friendship.
Here, I also found an unexpected community of friends and colleagues
who have become my own comunidad, including Verénica Davila Ellis,
Rachel Newman, Mariyana Zapryanova, Jorge Vasquez, Colin Hoag,
Samuel Ng, Ilona Sotnikova, Sarah Mazza, and Susanna Ferguson. Amelia
Mitter-Burke joined my New England life toward the completion of this
project and became a beacon oflight amid the darkness of COVID-19. Her
pace, her love for classrooms, her passion for teaching, and her students
are a source of inspiration.
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This work could not have been possible without the trust and support
of the Comunidad Campesina de San Juan de Ondores. Obed Laureano
and Humberto Palomino, past presidentes comunales, believed in the im-
portance of history and helped me to present the project before the rest
of the comuneros and campesinos. Access to the community of San Juan
de Ondores was granted by the popular vote of the asamblea comunal, a
seminal moment that taught me much about the link between the histori-
cal discipline and rural politics. The late Dan Hazen believed the historical
records of San Juan de Ondores needed to be preserved and funded a
project for digitizing their actas comunales through the now extinguished
Program of Latin American Libraries and Archives (PLALA) at Harvard
University. Yoshy Luengo made the map included in this book and has al-
ways helped me with my cartographic quests. Joaquin Gutiérrez elaborated
the bibliography and revised many smaller details of the final manuscript.
Nino Bariola helped me revise the glossary of Spanish terms, providing
his always incisive comments. Lisa Munro and Sarah Hudgens made the
original text legible to other readers, and I cannot be thankful enough.

Students at Georgetown University, Lehigh University, the Pontifi-
cia Universidad Catdlica de Chile, and Smith College deserve a special
mention. In all of these classrooms, I have had the pleasure and privilege
of exchanging and cocreating knowledge as well as testing many of the
preliminary ideas that informed this work. They made this work better
and also made me a better person.

My parents— Gabriela and Javier—never thought a low-income,
first-generation college student should become a history major, headed
for a career that seemed reserved for the privileged few. However doubtful
and hesitant, they respected, endured, and supported every single one
of my decisions. I hope they will see this book, dedicated to them, as a
reflection of years of challenges and loving perseverance.
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Peru, the central sierra, the Chinchaycocha lake, and San Juan de Ondores. Map
by Yoshy Luengo Oyarztn.



San Juan de Ondores and Atocsayco [sic], also known as the “Harrison
Map.” Commissioned to William H. Harrison by the Cerro de Pasco Copper
Corporation, 1905. Archivo Comunal de San Juan de Ondores.



The urban sector of San Juan de Ondores. Photograph by the author, 2012.
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Boundary between the Atocsaico hacienda and the San Juan de Ondores
Community, 1955. Archivo General de la Nacion.
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Internal statute of the comunidad indigena San Juan de Ondores. Archivo de
Comunidades Indigenas y Campesinos, Direccién Regional Agraria de Junin,

1954.



Last page of the Revolutionary Government of the Armed Forces’ Council of

Ministers’ minutes declaring the promulgation of the 1969 agrarian reform law.
Colecciones Especiales, Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Pert, 1969.
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Communal minutes of San Juan de Ondores declaring the possession of the
Atocsaico estate. Archivo Comunal de San Juan de Ondores, 1979.




Abandoned structures of the old Hacienda Atocsaico. Photograph by the author,
2012.
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