
vi

Contents

Foreword: Tips by James Franco ix
Acknowledgments xi

Biographies xiii

Introduction by Maya Perez 1

1 .  cr e at i ng cl a ssic ch a r ac t er s 3

A Conversation with Shane Black, David Milch, and 
Sydney Pollack, Moderated by Barry Josephson 5

2.  h eroe s a n d a n t i h eroe s 17

A Conversation with Paul Feig, Jenny Lumet, 
and Aline Brosh McKenna 19

3 .  “ i n t h e na m e of m y fat h er a n d of t h e t ru t h!”  31

Up Close with Terry George 33

Terry George on In the Name of the Father 35

4 .  “c a n i t  be d on e,  fat h er? 
c a n a m a n ch a nge t h e s ta r s?”  39

A Conversation with Brian Helgeland, Moderated by Barbara Morgan 41

5 .  “at t ic a !  at t ic a !”  49

Brian Helgeland Presents Frank Pierson with the 
Distinguished Screenwriter Award at the 2003 Austin Film Festival 51

AFF_5918-final.indb   viAFF_5918-final.indb   vi 6/14/16   9:16 PM6/14/16   9:16 PM



vi iContents

Robin Swicord on Dog Day Afternoon 54

Up Close with Frank Pierson 61

6.  “hous t on,  w e h av e a probl em.”  65

A Conversation with Ron Howard, Moderated by William Broyles Jr. 67

A Conversation with Ron Howard, Jim Lovell, Sy Liebergot, 
John Aaron, Jerry Bostick, Michael Corenblith, Al Reinert, 

and William Broyles Jr., Moderated by Jane Sumner 78

7.  “ i f  nobody l ose s t h ei r h e a d, 
nobody w il l l ose t h ei r h e a d.”  87

Up Close with Callie Khouri 89

Callie Khouri on Th elma & Louise 98

8.  “ i t ’s  grou n dho g day !”  105

A Conversation with Harold Ramis, Moderated by Judd Apatow 107

Danny Rubin on Groundhog Day 123

9.  “h av e t h e l a mb s s t opped scr e a m i ng?”  137

A Conversation with Jonathan Demme, 
Moderated by Paul Th omas Anderson 139

Ron Nyswaner on Philadelphia 144

A Conversation with Ted Tally, Moderated by Álvaro Rodríguez 146

10.  “ i  l ov e t h e sm el l of na pa l m i n t h e mor n i ng.”  179

A Conversation with John Milius and Oliver Stone 181

1 1 .  “ i  a m gro o t.”  193

A Conversation with Michael Green, Ashley Miller, and 
Nicole Perlman, Moderated by Álvaro Rodríguez 195

1 2 .  “ w h ich s t ory d o you pr efer?”  213

Up Close with David Magee 215

Afterword: Some Th ings I’ve Learned by Bill Wittliff  223

AFF_5918-final.indb   viiAFF_5918-final.indb   vii 6/14/16   9:16 PM6/14/16   9:16 PM



THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK


