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Founded in 1993, Austin Film Festival was the fi rst organization of its kind 
to focus on the writer’s creative contribution to fi lm. Since then, the orga-
nization has been dedicated to furthering the art and craft of story telling 
through a number of programs, including the On Story Project, a collec-
tion of resources for audiences who love movies and are interested in the 
creative process. Th e On Story Project is made up of the Emmy Award– 
winning television series Austin Film Festival’s On Story; the On Story 
podcast; a one-hour On Story radio program; the Austin Film Festival 
archives—video and audio recordings of hundreds of panels with screen-
writers and fi lmmakers from over two decades—at the Wittliff  Collections 
at Texas State University; and, of course, the book On Story—Screenwriters 
and Th eir Craft, published by University of Texas Press in October 2013.

Where On Story—Screenwriters and Th eir Craft dispensed inspiration 
and writer advice, On Story—Screenwriters and Filmmakers on Th eir Iconic 
Films takes readers behind the scenes, revealing the creative process be-
hind some of the most iconic movies of our time—the stories behind the 
stories on the screen. Foremost, we wish to thank the exceptional screen-
writers and fi lmmakers whose conversations make up this book: Paul 
Th omas Anderson, Judd Apatow, Shane Black, William Broyles Jr., Jon-
athan Demme, Paul Feig, Terry George, Michael Green, Brian Helgeland, 
Ron Howard, Callie Khouri, Jenny Lumet, David Magee, Aline Brosh Mc-
Kenna, David Milch, John Milius, Ashley Miller, Ron Nyswaner, Nicole 
Perlman, Frank Pierson, Sydney Pollack, Harold Ramis, Al Reinert, Danny 
Rubin, Oliver Stone, Robin Swicord, and Ted Tally. Th ese artists generously 
shared their stories and experiences, and we are indebted to them for en-
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riching our lives with their fi lms. Special thanks to Erica Mann Ramis, Re-
becca Pollack, and Rachel Pollack for their permission.

We are so pleased to again be working with the University of Texas 
Press, and are thankful to David Hamrick, Jim Burr, Nancy Lavender 
Bryan, Lynne Chapman, Molly Frisinger, and Sarah McGavick for their 
assistance in putting this book together and getting it out to the world. 
Th ank you to Deena Kalai, Esq., for her friendship and legal guidance with 
the On Story Project.

Barry Josephson, Álvaro Rodríguez, and Jane Sumner, we are so grate-
ful for your continued and unwavering commitment to the Austin Film 
Festival mission. Th ank you to the following individuals for their enthusi-
astic support and dedicated attention to this book: Miguel Alvarez, Linzy 
Beltran, Nan Foley, Erin Hallagan, Jo Huang, Jardine Libaire, Brian Ra-
mos, Roy Rutngamlug, and Katy Stewart. Special thanks to Fabienne Har-
ford, Allen Odom, Sonia Onescu, and Trey Selman for their diligence and 
invaluable help with this book.

Finally, we thank everyone who has helped to make the Austin Film 
Festival and the On Story Project what they are today: panelists, fi lm-
makers, moderators, volunteers, interns, attendees, transcribers, spon-
sors, Festival members, board members, Fred Miller, Marsha Milam, our 
friends and families, and the late Mary Margaret Farabee—a dear friend 
and tireless supporter of the arts. Th e Austin Film Festival and world fi lm 
community thrive because of each of you.
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