
Dirty Words & Filthy Pictures is the result of  a lifelong passion for film. My first 
memory of  seeing a movie was slipping through the red-curtained entrance 
of  the Regency Theater as Chaplin’s Modern Times lit up the screen. During 
the great NYC blizzard of  1978, my family traipsed over snowdrifts to The 
Man Who Would Be King at the Thalia. We saw great films at historic theaters.
	 I’d like to express gratitude to the people who made this work possible. I 
could not have written the book without the encouragement and support of  
my wife, Heather, and son, Jackson. My family loves films and great writing—
I received helpful opinions, advice, and reviews from Mom and Dad and Gabe.
	 Many thanks to Judge Alex Kozinski for penning the foreword and hosting 
excellent screenings at his Pasadena courthouse—he too is a true film lover. 
I have much appreciation for my editor, Jim Burr, as well as Abby Webber, 
Sarah Rosen, and Angie Lopez at University of  Texas Press.
	 The book would not be as much fun without photos courtesy of  Faye 
Thompson and Sue Gulden at the Margaret Herrick Library, Ed Frank and 
Christopher Ratcliff  at the University of  Memphis Library, Holly Wilson 
at the Temple University Library, Adam Grayson and Chris Gentile of  Evil 
Angel Productions, John Schoenknecht and Elizabeth Engle of  the Waukesha 
County Museum in Wisconsin, Rosemary Morrow at the New York Times/
Redux Pictures, and Angela Troisi at the New York Daily News.
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