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A
patient presented to the emergency

department with 2 weeks of dark urine,

nausea, vomiting, and pain around her

urostomy site. She was admitted for suspected bac-

terial sepsis, and subsequent urine cultures grew

Providencia rettgeri, a species commonly asso-

ciated with purple urine bag syndrome, which this

patient had (image).1 The patient was discharged 3

days later after antibiotic administration and reso-

lution of symptoms.

Purple urine bag syndrome is a phenomenon in

which the urine bag and tubing in patients with

long-term catheterization turn blue or purple second-

ary to a urinary tract infection. The pathogenesis of

purple urine bag syndrome is related to the coloniza-

tion of sulfatase- and phosphatase-producing bac-

teria that metabolize tryptophan into indigo and

indirubin, which then accumulate and give urine

the purple color.2 (doi:10.7556/jaoa.2018.151)
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