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The series Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature is intended to offer
students and teachers the best scholarship, in a pedagogically useful form,
concerning the whole range of Buddhist literature. Each book in the series
is crafted to provide for each Buddhist text the essential background
knowledge, a series of close readings of the text, and introductions to the
ways the text has been interpreted throughout the history of Buddhism.
The Dharma Drum Foundation for Research in the Humanities and Social
Sciences is delighted to sponsor the series. The foundation supports a
wide range of scholarly research, academic exchange, publications, and
social work. The present work is one of the finest exemplary East Asian
texts for this series, and we look forward to future volumes that will
further the understanding of Buddhist literature.

—Sheng Yen (1931—2009), Founder of Dharma Drum Foundation
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