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 Following the endowment of the Sheng Yen Professorship in Chinese Buddhist 
Studies, the Sheng Yen Education Foundation and the Chung Hua Institute of Bud-
dhist Studies in Taiwan jointly endowed a publication series, the Sheng Yen Series 
in Chinese Buddhist Studies, at Columbia University Press. Its purpose is to publish 
monographs containing new scholarship and English translations of classical texts 
in Chinese Buddhism. 

 Scholars of Chinese Buddhism have traditionally approached the subject 
through philology, philosophy, and history. In recent decades, however, they have 
increasingly adopted an interdisciplinary approach, drawing on anthropology, ar-
chaeology, art history, religious studies, and gender studies, among other disciplines. 
This series aims to provide a home for such pioneering studies in the fi eld of Chi-
nese Buddhism. 
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 This book is dedicated to Lewis Lancaster, 
to celebrate his career as a pioneer in many fi elds. 
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