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Long in formation— with enough false starts and delays to 
have made even Jack Smith sit up and take notice— the idea 
for a book on Flaming Creatures goes back at least ten years, 
and some thanks are now in order.

First, thanks to Cultographies series founding editors Ernest 
Mathijs and Jamie Sexton for initially inviting me to contribute 
to the series, to Wallflower Press commissioning editor 
Yoram Allon for contracting the work, and to Ryan Groendyk 
and his team at Columbia University Press for taking over and 
seeing the book through to its completion.

My thanks also go to Ann Restak and Miciah Hussey at 
the Gladstone Gallery in New York for the assistance they pro-
vided while I was conducting preliminary research at the Jack 
Smith Archive in April 2010.

Thanks also to Ernest Mathijs, Nicholas Rombes, and 
Janet Staiger for providing feedback on the initial book pro-
posal and more recently to my friends and colleagues— 
Adrian Danks, Claire Perkins, Dana Polan, Iain Smith, and 
Deane Williams— for looking over full drafts and providing 
valuable suggestions, many of which have found their way 
into the final document. Thanks, similarly, to Columbia 
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University Press’s two anonymous readers for helpful com-
ments that contributed to the shape and detail of the work.

Finally, this book— which is for “creatures” everywhere— is 
dedicated to Zoi and Mia.

May you rage and flame.


