
The PresenT as hisTory y





NermeeN Shaikh y

The PresenT as hisTory

CritiCal PerSPeCtiveS

oN CoNtemPorary Global Power

Columbia University Press New York



Columbia University Press
Publishers Since 1893
New York, Chichester, West Sussex
Copyright © 2007 Columbia University Press
All rights Reserved

A Caravan book. For more information, visit
www.caravanbooks.org

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Shaikh, Nermeen.
The Present as history : critical perspectives on 
contemporary global power / by Nermeen Shaikh.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-231-14298-4 (clothbound : alk. paper) —
ISBN 978-0-231-14299-1 (pbk. : alk. paper) — 
ISBN 978-0-231-51241-1 (e book)
1.  International relations.  2.  World politics—1989– 
3.  Postcolonialism.  4.  Developing countries—
Politics and government.  5.  Developing countries—
Economic conditions.  6.  Developing countries—
Social conditions. 7.  Intellectuals—Interviews.  
I. Title.

JZ1310.S47    2008
327.1—dc22                                               2007003408

Columbia University Press books are printed on 
permanent and durable acid-free paper

Printed in the United States of America
Designed by Audrey Smith

c 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

References to Internet Web Sites (URLs) were accurate 
at the time of writing. Neither the author nor Columbia 
University Press is responsible for Web sites that may 
have expired or changed since the book was prepared.



For Raana Shaikh,
my Amma




