
ETHICS IN ACTION 

FOR SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT



 Ethics in Action Meeting on Education, Casina Pio IV, Vatican City, October 2017



ETHICS IN ACTION 
FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

EDITED BY  

JEFFREY D. SACHS,  

MARCELO SÁNCHEZ SORONDO,  

OWEN FLANAGAN,  

WILLIAM VENDLEY,  

ANTHONY ANNETT, AND  

JESSE THORSON

FOREWORD BY

POPE FRANCIS AND

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW

Columbia University Press
New York



This book was made possible by the remarkable leadership of Monsignor Marcelo 
Sánchez Sorondo, who hosted and guided the Ethics in Action initiative during his 
tenure as Chancellor of the Pontifical Academies. Ms. Gabriella Marino (Pontifical 
Academies) brilliantly coordinated the meetings that provided the foundation of 
this volume, in collaboration with Prof. Anthony Annett and Ms. Sharon Paculor 
(Center for Sustainable Development at Columbia University). Ethics in Action 
was supported by the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network, Religions 
for Peace, the Center for Sustainable Development at Columbia University, 
the University of Notre Dame, the Blue Chip Foundation, the Fetzer Institute, 
Ms. Christina Lee Brown, and Ms. Jacqueline Corbelli.

Columbia University Press
Publishers Since 1893
New York Chichester, West Sussex
cup.columbia.edu

Copyright © 2022 Columbia University Press
All rights reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Sachs, Jeffrey, editor.
Title: Ethics in action for sustainable development / edited by Jeffrey D. Sachs, 

Marcelo Sánchez Sorondo, Owen Flanagan, William Vendley, Anthony 
Annett, and Jesse Thorson.

Description: New York : Columbia University Press, [2022] | Includes 
bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2021052015 (print) | LCCN 2021052016 (ebook) | 
ISBN 9780231202862 (hardback) | ISBN 9780231202879 (trade paperback) | 
ISBN 9780231554756 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Sustainable development—Moral and ethical aspects. | 
Sustainable development—Philosophy. | Social justice.

Classification: LCC HC79.E5 E755 2022 (print) | LCC HC79.E5 (ebook) | 
DDC 338.9/27—dc23/eng/20220113

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021052015
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021052016

Columbia University Press books are printed on permanent and durable  
acid-free paper.

Printed in the United States of America

Cover design: Julia Kushnirsky
Cover painting: Eugène Delacroix, Untergehende Sonne


