To the READER.

R N conformity to caftome which [ends few
EEL books intothe world, be they never [o mean,
W without (ome fair be(peaking of the Reader,

e s or giving him an account of the Awthor
S or his work, 1t was thought convenient

that [ome listle thing in that kinde [hould be prefix'd
:othefe few [heess, and that I [howld doe it whomay rea
fonably be pre[umed to have a greater knowledge and sn-
sereft inthis Affair then any other, Know therefore, Rea-
der, that femewhile agoc upon s certain oscafion which
would be to no purpofe here 1o mention there was begot in
me a curiofity to know the Opinions of that piows Fa-
ther of the Churchthe learned Origen; and being neither
by natural semper nor the way of my [tudies nor conditi-
on of life cither [o puncFually informedwhat was in ge-
neral efteem accounted Orthodox,or much awed by the
word, I [ufferedthat curiofity to grow [o great in me, thas
Twas even afflicted till it was (atisfied, But having nei-
ther time enough to (pare from my own [ecular emploi-
ments, nor philofophy enough to pierce into thofe recon-
dite myfterics, I quickly perceived I cowld nekby my own
induflry and meditation come to the end of mydefires. I
therefore wrote wnro a Friend of mine competently well
A2 enabled
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enabled with thofe advantages of leifure and metaphy-
fical knewledge, conjuring him by onr long acquain-
tance and friendfbip, t0 give him[elf the trouble of fen-
ding me an account of [ome Quares I there put to him,
tending to my contentment and (atisfaction in this parti-
cular. He by good hap having juft before finifbed a Trea-
vife,which may one day [ee the light to the bencfit of
the Church, and having nothing new in the Forge, piti-
ed my anxiety,and promifed to doe [omething for the eafe
of myminde, and accordingly [hortly after did me the ho-
mour to fend methe following papers, Thou maieft eafily
imagine Ireceived [o obliging a prefent with all Aue re-
[entment, and entertained the farr conceptions in it with
extraordinary emotion of (pirit, For really feveral things
before lay focrofs and [eurvily in my Soul, that Itook
0 pleafureto look into ity nay Iwas [enfibly pained and
prick dwhen 1 had the hardinefs f[otodoe. But I quickly
felt all thofe unevenne[ses begin to wear away, and eve-
ry thing to range it [elf in its right place and order
principles and conclufions fairly accorded, and a la/ling
peace and calm ( for (o1 boldly prefaged ) poffe[fed me
throughout, Having received fo great a benefit my [elf,
and conjeituring that inthis inquifitive Age, the minds
of other men as-well as mine might need, and would
79yfully receive Relief by the (amie means which mini-
[tred to mytranquillity, and having by trial aloof off up-
on fome capable perfons found that my conjelfure was
real I thought I [bould be envions if 1did not endeavour
to obtainleave of my Friend to make his papers publick,
Wherenpon after fome time I refolved to give him a
wvifit at his Hermitage (as he is wons to call the place of
his retirement ) for the effeiting of my purpofe. Where
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among [} many learned and pleafant Entertainsthe clear
swarc(fes of abenigne nature, an innocent Confience
and [atisfied underfbanding, T moved my defign unto
him. He with an amazed look ask'd me what I meant.
1plasnly told himthat I meant to doe what was in me,
that others might receive that eafe and benefit which I
my [elf had felt by his Labour 5 for othersthere were in
the world, I dowbted not, in the (ame condjtion I was
then in when I requefted his afSiffance: andin exchange
for his queftion I asked him, why he [hould be [o un-
willing to it as his looks [hewed him to be. To which
after fome little recollection, The queftions difcuffed in
thofe inconfiderable Papers you talk of (replied he) are
great and bold, and you miftake the world 1f you imagine
they will finde an equal hearing, but are certainlymuch
out in your account if you think men will be convinced
(f their truth by [o mean an handling as mine is, For
though I thenght that would be enongh to entertain your
curiofity alittle till the fit was over, and to offer [ome
bints toyour more deliberate meditations_ yet 1did not
then while I was [cribling of shem, much lefs now in my
cooler thoughts, conceive them convictive to any who
were not in a very formard preparationto the 5el¥ef of
them already, For neither are the foundations of my rea-
fonings lay d low enough, nor firmly [etled, (being I was
to follow Origen rather ther myown invention)nor is the
order of my conceptions upon any of the Opinions [uch as
it ought tobe: for I rememnber very well upon my rea-
ding the papers over after 1had finifi’d them, I dif-
cern’'d fome things in the entrance of a qu-fbion or an ar-
gument which by the right laws of d:ifiour(e ought to
have come behinde s and others I [aw were caff into the
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clofe of it which would have done better fervice more
formardly placed. To tell you the :ruth, I did not (crups-
loufly fet my [elf any method, but teok all thomghts that
carne, and as they came (if homogentons to the whole)
and there upon the [pot fetter'd them inwords, loff they
might not have been at hand when I needed them, nor 1
been ableso recall [uch fuqitive things when their tursn
came, My Anfwers to Objections have she [ame care-
le[nefs in them, no applying this or that to [uch er [uch
a propofition, but a diffufe [beaking to the whole, being
loth, as it [hould [eem, 10 lofe any good words that came in
my mindy which muft needs render my anfwer weak and
obfcureto firick logical readers. Many of/;n] interpreta-
sions of Scripture are rather extravagant or pleafuns
then the [erions comfirmations of a weighty canfe, and
which affect to make the holy pen-men of Sacred wri:
(peak Notionswhere in all likelihood they never means
1t, 1am alfo muchioo [hert in moft of the points de-
bated, Which fanlts though they be pardonable in a pri-
vase letter to & familiar friend, will be [ottifh and rid;-
culous in a publifh'd piece Do you then impartialy judge
whether (o [bort a difcourfe fud of (o many and fuch mon-
fProzs defets, pretending the defence of high and rais’d
myfleries agasnft firong inveteratc prejndices, be not a
thing rather to be laughi at phen recesved as ufefulto any
better purpofe,To this I [milinglyreplied,that he might
be s bold as he pleafed with his own s yes if he would
that I [hould be of bis minde for the prefent and acknow-
ledge with hims thefe Faults (as he call d them ) I was con-
tent, upon condition that ke wenld take his papers back
and mend them in allthe particulars he was pleafed to
[aythey were defetive in, anaihengive methas le;w;
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which Ithen came to begge. This I prefSd him towulk
all carneftnef pofSsble, hoping that either he wonld do
sty and [o I might receive his [econd and (as the proverb
[ays) better cogitations, whofe firft pleafed me [0 much :
or elfe that he would be forced ont of civility to grant me
my firft reqneft,if he was refolved to deny the fecond, And
st fell our according tomy hope ; for besng obflinately [et
againft all Review, partly becanfe he was now more feri-
oufly employed,partly becanfe that would look like an Ap-
probatson of Origen’s Opinions, he at laft unwillingly
permitted me to doe whas I wonld with that I had,iy hich
I hereoffertothy candid acceptance being confident thon
wilt not be offended with any thing in 1t if thow becft
of my hamonur,tothink no Opinion formidable which does
honour 10 God, renders him moft amiable to men, and a
fure objest of our Faith and Hope, which juﬂi;ﬁes the
waies of his Providence and reconciles them with his moft
precions Astributes,Equity and Benignity, Farewell,

C.L.






