
T o t h e R E A D E R . 

Ν conformity to cufióme which [ends ft* 
books into the world, be they never fo mean^ 
without fome fair be (peaking of the Reader, 
or giving him an Account of the Author 
or his work, it wat thought convenient 

that fome little thing in that kinde fhould be prefix d 
to thefe few peets, and that I jhould doe it,who way rea 
fonably beprefumedto have a greater knowledge and tn-
tere β in this Affair then any other. Know therefore ¡Re Λ-
der, that fomewhile agoey upon Λ certain oecafton which 
would be to no purpofe here to mention, there WAS begot in 
me a cune fit y to know the Opinions of that pious Fa-
ther of the Church the learned Origen; and being neither 
by natural temper nor the way of my ftudies nor conditi-
on of life either fo punctually informedwhat wot inge-
nerai efieem accounted Orthodoxer much awed by the 
word, I fuferedthat curiofity to grow fo great in me, that 
I Wits even affli ¿fed till it was (atisfied. But having nei-
ther time enough to ß>are from my own fecular emploi-
ment s, nor philofophy enough to pierce into thofe recon-
dite myßeries, I quickly perceived I could not by m) own 
indußry and meditation come to the end of my de fires. I 
therefore wrote unto A Fri;nd cf mine competently we li 

Α ι enabled 



T o the Reader. 
enabled with thofe advantages ofleifure and metaphy 
Ileal knowledge, conjuring him by cur long acquain-
tance and friendfiip, to give hi mfelf the trouble of fen-
ding me an account of fome Quaeres 1 there j ut to himi 

tending to my contentment and (at is faction in this parti-
cular. He by good hap having jnfl before finijhed a Trea-
tije, which may one day fee the light to the benefit of 
the Church, and having nothing new in the Forge, piti-
ed my anxiety,and premi fed to doe fomet hing for the eafe 
of my miiede·, and accordingly fiortly after did me the ho-
nour to fend jne the following papers. Thou maiefi eafily 
imagine I received fo obliging a prefent with all Jue re-
sentment, and entertained the fair conceptions in it with 
extraordinary emotion of fpirit. For really feveral things 
before Uyfocrofs and fcurvily in my Soul, that I took 
r,o pleafureto look into it, nay I was fenfibly pained and 
prick d when 1 had the hardinefs fo to doe. But I quickly 
felt all thofe unevennefses begin to wear away, and eve-
ry thing to range it felf in its right place and order , 
principles and concluions fairly accorded, and a laßing 
peace and calm ( for fo I boldly prefaged ) poffcjfed me 
throughout. Having received fo great a benefit my felf\ 
and conjeBuring that in t h ti inquifitive Age, the minds 
of other men as well as mine might need, and would 
J eyfully receive Relief by the fame means which mini-
fired to my tranquillity, and having by trial aloof off up-
on fome capable perJons found that my conjecture was 
re al,I thought I fhould be envious if I did not endeavour 
to obtain leave of my Friend to make his papers publick. 
Whereupon after fome time I refolved to give him a 
vi fit at his Hermitage (as he is wont to call the place of 
his retirement)for the effefting of my purpofe. where 

amongfl 



To the Reader. 
Am ρ rig (I man) learned and pie afant Entertainsjhe dear 
iv/tnejfes of a benigne nature, an innocent Confcience 
and falisfied underfianding, I moved my defign unto 
him. He tvith an amazed look ask'd me what I meant. 
1 plainly told him th.it I meant to doe whnt tvas in me, 
that others might receive that eafe and benefit which I 
my (elf had felt by his labour ; for ethers there were in 
the world, I doubted not, in the fame condition I was 
then in when I reqtteßed his aßt β ance: and m exchange 
for his qneftion I asked him, why he flwuld be fo un-
willing to it as his looks fhewed him to be. To which 
after fome little recollection,The que (lions di feuded in 
i ho fe ine onßder able Papers you talk of (replied he) are 
great and boldt and you miflake the world if you imagine 
they will finde an equal hearing, but are certainly much 
out in your account if you think men will be convinced 
tf their truth by fo mean an handling as mine is. For 
though I thought that would be enough to entertain your 
ciriofity alitile titì the fit was over, and to offer (ome 
hints to your mere deliberate meditations^ yet I did not 
then while I was fcribling of them, much lefs now in my 
cooler thoughts, conceive them conviftive to any who 
were not in a very forward preparation to the belief of 
them already. For neither are the foundations of my r ea-
rnings lay d low enough, nor firmly fetled, (being I was 
to follow Origen rather then my own invention) nor is the 
order of my conceptions upon any of the Opinions fuch as 
it ought to be : for I remember very well upon my rea-
ding the papers over after I had finiß'd them, I dtf-
ctrndfome things in the entrance of a qwßion or an ar-
gument which by the riçht laws of d:fourfe ought to 
haz 'e come hehinde ; and others I faw wae cafi into the 
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To the Reader. 
e I of e of it which would have done bitter fervtce more 
fer tv ardij placed. Τo tell you the truth, I did not fcrupu-
1 ou fly fet my felf any method, but took a H thoughts that 
came, and as they came ( if homogeneous to the whole ) 
and there upon the fpot fetter à them in words, le β they 
might not have been at hand when I needed them, nor / 
been able to recall fuch fugitive things when their turn 
came. My Anfwers to objeffions have the fame c&re-
lefnefs in them, no applying this or that to fuch or fuch 
a propofition, hut a dtffufe (peaking to the whole, being 
loth, tU it fhoitld feemitolofe any good words that came in 
my minds which mufl needs render my anfwer weak and 
obfeure to ßriil logical readers. Many of my interpreta-
tions of Scripture are rather extravagant or p leaf ant 
then the fer/ous confirmations of a weighty caufet and 
which affé ft to make the holy pen-men of Sacred writ 
(peak Notions where in all likelihood they never meant 
it, I am aljo much too fiort in moft of the points de-
bated. Which faults though they be pardonable in a pri-
vate letter to A familiar friend,will be fottifh and ridi-
culous in a pubhflid piece. Do you then impartially judge 
whether fo port a difcourfefuä offo many and fuch mon-
flro.'u defetts, pretending the defence of high and rais'd 
myßeries againß ßrong inveterate prejudices, be not Λ 
thing rather to be laughi atjhen received as ufeful to any 
better purpofe.To this I fmilingly repliedjhat he might 
be a* bold as he pleafed with his own\ yet if he would 
that I Jhould be of his minde for the prefent and acknow-
ledge with him the fe F au It s ( as he call a them) I was con-
tent,, upon condition that he would take his papers back 
and mend them in all the particulars he was pleafed to 
fay they were defective in¡ ana ¡hengive me that leave 

which 



To the Reader. 
•pvhich I then came to begge. This 1 ρ r e f d him to with 
all e a r n e f t n e f p o j f i b l e , hoping that either he would do 
it, andJo I might receive his fécond and (as the proverb 
f a y s ) better cogitations} whofe fir β pleafed me fo much : 
or e l f e that he would be forced out of civility to grant me 
my f r ß r c q u e f l j f h e was refolved to deny the fécond.And 
tt fell out according to my hope $ for being ob β mat e l y fct 
againß aüReview, partly becaufe he war now more feri' 
oußy employed,partly becaufe that would look like an Ap-
probation of Origen'J opinions, he at laß unwillingly 
permitted me to aoe what I would with that I had.which 
I here oferto thy candid accept ance,being confident thou 
wilt net be offended with any thing in it i f thou beeß 
of my humour fto think no Opinion formidable which does 
honour to God, renders him moß amiable to men, and Λ 
fure objetf of our Faith and Hope, which j u f l i f t e s the 
waies of his Frovidence^and reconciles them with his moß 
precious Attributes ¡Equity and Benignity,Farewell. 

C. L. 




