
Preface 

INTERNATIONAL economic relations have assumed a new and 
puzzling complexity in the postwar period. Any attempt to de-
scribe them or even any part of them calls for an examination of a 

maze of influences, all of which have affected the formation of policy. 
With this in mind, in telling the story of the efforts of the International 
Chamber of Commerce to remove the barriers to international trade 
and lessen the impediments to national understanding, I have sought 
to describe organized business opinion as a part of a larger whole. The 
story touches themes of varied national interests in which politics is 
bound to enter, and deals with technical problems of experimentation 
in ways and means to the desired end. And yet, in the description of 
world reconstruction and technical cooperation, I have of necessity 
focused attention upon the discussions of business men and upon the 
evolution of the conception of international economic cooperation in 
business minds. I regret that the limitations of space have made it 
necessary to neglect many of the technical activities of the International 
Chamber of Commerce. In the section on the "Diplomacy of Technics" 
I have, however, endeavored to present a cross section of the great 
volume of technical work carried on through the International Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

The source material, in addition to League of Nations documents 
and publications of the International Chamber of Commerce, consists 
in large part of unpublished documents and private papers made avail-
able through the courtesy of those who have had them at first hand. I 
have also had access to minutes of the Economic Committee of the 
League of Nations and to certain material at the Bank for International 
Settlements which has proved a useful commentary on the main theme 
of research. Among the general works on postwar political and eco-
nomic history which I consulted I wish especially to mention the Sur-
vey of International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs) 
and that most useful and comprehensive volume on postwar inter-
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national economic relations, World Prosperity, by Dr. Wallace McClure. 

It has been possible for me to confer personally with many who have 

been active in the work of international economic and financial co-

operation in Geneva, at the International Chamber of Commerce in 

Paris, and at the Bank for International Settlements in Basle. I gratefully 

acknowledge my indebtedness, for their untiring assistance and kind-

ness in providing the facilities for my research in Paris, to M. Édouard 

Dolléans, Secretary-General of the International Chamber of Commerce 

1920-1933, to his successor, M. Pierre Vasseur, and to the members of 

the Secretariat, especially Thomas Pearson, Owen Jones, Harold King, 

Willard Hill, Virgilio Del Rio, René Arnaud, Richard Barton, Reginald 

P. Van Biene, and Miss Gamier. I am grateful also to Mr. John P. 

Gregg and his successor, Mr. Chauncey D. Snow, of the Washington 

office of the American Section of the International Chamber of Com-

merce. I particularly thank Mr. Arthur E. Felkin and Mr. Benjamin 

Gerig of the League Secretariat in Geneva. I shall always be grateful 

for the generous measure of time and information given me in Basle by 

M. Pierre Quesnay and his colleagues, Mr. Leon Fraser and Mr. Per 

Jacobsson, of the Bank for International Settlements. 

My book owes much to the kindness of friends. I wish to thank Mr. 

Thomas Pearson, formerly American administrative commissioner at 

the International Chamber of Commerce, and Mr. H. V. Alward of 

the Bank of California for helpful criticism on several sections of the 

text. Sir Alfred Zimmern gave most valuable assistance and criticism in 

the preparation of Parts I and II. The entire volume owes much to Pro-

fessor James T. Shotwell who by providing information and papers of 

a private character and by most generous editorial assistance has been 

endlessly helpful. I am grateful also to Dr. Michael T. Florinsky for his 

criticism. The woodcut on the jacket was designed by my friend and 

colleague, Professor J. J. Lankes. Miss Mildred Prinzing gave generous 

care in preparing the text for publication and the Index was compiled 

by Miss Eugenia Wallace. 

My warmest appreciation is due to my wife for continuous collabora-

tion at all stages of the preparation of this volume. 

G. L. R. 
The Grange 
Aurora-on-Cayuga, N. Y. 
April, 1938 


