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The system of transliteration from the Russian employed in this book is 
based on that of the Library of Congress with certain modifications. Familiar 
names of German or Jewish origin are given in the German form (Rosenblum. 
Richter), whereas less familiar ones or names the original form of which is 
doubtful are transliterated from the Russian (Gendelman, Shreider); in a few 
instances names are simply given in the form most familiar to the author. The 
soft and medial hard signs and the two dots over the stressed e, pronounced yo 
in Russian, have been confined to Russian text or titles and do not appear in 
the case of proper names in the English text or in the citation of authors, the 
only exceptions being names of some significance that are frequently mispro-
nounced (Sletov). 

Dates are given in the Old Style. 
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The Riissìan Institute of Columbia University 

T h e Russian Institute was established by Columbia University in 
1946 to serve two major objectives: the training of a limited number 
of well-qualified Americans fo r scholarly and professional careers 
in the field of Russian studies, and the development of research in 
the social sciences and the humanities as they relate to Russia and the 
Soviet Union. T h e research program of the Russian Institute is con-
ducted through the efforts of its faculty members, of scholars in-
vited to participate as Senior Fellows in its program, and of candi-
dates for the Certificate of the Institute and for the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy. Some of the results of the research program are 
presented in the Studies of the Russian Institute of Columbia Uni-
versity. T h e faculty of the Institute, without necessarily agreeing 
with the conclusions reached in the Studies, believe that their pub-
lication advances the difficult task of promoting systematic research 
on Russia and the Soviet Union and public understanding of the 
problems involved. 

T h e faculty of the Russian Institute arc grateful to the Rocke-
feller Foundation for the financial assistance which it has given to 
the program of research and publication. 
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