
T HE JO U R N A L I ST ’ S  PR E DIC A ME N T





The Journalist’s 
Predicament

Difficult Choices in a Declining Profession

Matthew Powers and  
Sandra Vera- Zambrano

Columbia University Press New York



Columbia University Press
Publishers Since 1893
New York Chichester, West Sussex
cup . columbia . edu
Copyright © 2023 Columbia University Press
All rights reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging- in- Publication Data
Names: Powers, Matthew, author. | Vera Zambrano, Sandra, author.
Title: The journalist’s predicament : difficult choices in a declining profession /  
 Matthew Powers and Sandra Vera-Zambrano.
Description: New York : Columbia University Press, [2023] | Includes bibliographical  
 references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2023003315 (print) | LCCN 2023003316 (ebook) |  
 ISBN 9780231207904 (hardback) | ISBN 9780231207911 (trade paperback) |  
 ISBN 9780231557177 (ebook)
Subjects: LCSH: Journalism. | Journalists—Attitudes. | Journalists—Job stress.
Classification: LCC PN4797 .P66 2023 (print) | LCC PN4797 (ebook) |  
 DDC 070.4—dc23/eng/20230425 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023003315
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023003316

Columbia University Press books are printed on permanent and durable acid- free paper.

Printed in the United States of America

Cover design: Chang Jae Lee
Cover image: Shutterstock



The reporter has to be courageous, sharp as a hawk, mentally 
untiring, physically enduring. He comes in contact with everybody, 

from monarchs to beggars, from noblemen to nobodies. He sees the 
tragedy and comedy of human life, its cynicism and toadyism, its 

passionate struggle and feverish ambition, its sham and subterfuge, its 
lavish wealth and gasping poverty, its joy and sorrow, its good deeds 

and its most hideous crimes. His is a strange career, with its constant 
predicaments and anxieties. But it is an attractive, fascinating life to 

many, because of its wondrous change and kaleidoscopic variety.

— E DW IN SHUM AN, ST E P S IN T O JO U R N A L I SM ,  1894




