Acknowledgments

This book was researched, written, and completed while T was associated
with the University of Oxford, first as a graduate student and then as the
Hedley Bull Research Fellow in International Relations. Accordingly, it is to
the students, staff, and faculty of that institution that I owe principal thanks
for creating the environment in which I could develop the ideas underpin-
ning this book. Above all, T would like to express my deepest gratitude to
Louise Fawcett, whose endless support, warm encouragement, and wise
counsel have been instrumental in the development both of this book and
of my own career. I could not have wished for a more helpful, patient, and
reassuring mentor, and I consider myself incredibly lucky to be able to count
myself among the many students and scholars whose paths have been shaped
by her guidance and example. Special thanks are also due to Janina Dill, Wil-
liam James, Dominic Johnson, and Duncan Snidal, each of whom read sig-
nificant portions of earlier draft material that made its way into the book.
Beyond this, I have benefited immensely from discussions with innumera-
ble friends and colleagues at the Department of Politics and International
Relations, including Richard Caplan, Rosemary Foot, Todd Hall, Eddie Keene,
Neil MacFarlane, and Andrea Ruggeri.

Merton College generously provided me with several research grants and
scholarships during my time there. More recently, Brasenose College
appointed me as a William Golding Junior Research Fellow, a position I am
told is supposed to “add to the intellectual luster of the college.” I don’t know

[vii]



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

if I delivered on that, but I am nevertheless extremely grateful for the con-
vivial atmosphere and superb facilities provided by the college, which helped
make my years there my most enjoyable yet. The Jeffrey Fund, administered
by Brasenose, also provided invaluable financial assistance in the later stages
of the project. The Hedley Bull Research Fellowship gave me the most valu-
able gift of all—the time to figure out exactly what this book was about and
to revise it into its present form. I would therefore like to recognize the sup-
port of the Hedley Bull Memorial Fund, and to apologize to the innumera-
ble students who assumed that referencing the English school would earn
them extra credit in their weekly essays.

Beyond Oxford, I have drawn on the advice and support of a range of indi-
viduals who offered valuable comments or took time to speak with me
about my work at various stages of the process. Having often joked that Iam
a historian masquerading as a political scientist—and lived in fear that the
reverse is in fact the case—I am especially grateful to the many “proper” his-
torians who have graciously humored my occasional references to concep-
tual models and causal mechanisms when my mask momentarily slipped.
Among them, I thank in particular Steve Casey, who offered countless excel-
lent suggestions to sharpen the case studies and has become an invaluable
source of sage advice, having trodden a similar path once before. I also thank
Andrew Preston, who probably does not realize the degree to which he influ-
enced my career, having single-handedly ignited my interest in the history
of U.S. foreign relations when I was a lowly undergraduate, and inspired me
to return to academia a couple of years later. More recently, Peter Trubow-
itz has been a constant source of encouragement and inspiration. Jeff Fried-
man restored my confidence in the project and helped me distill its key con-
tributions at a crucial moment. In addition to those already mentioned, I'd
also like to thank several others for sharing their insights and helping me
think through various aspects of the project, including Gareth Davies, Ben
Fordham, Robin Markwica, Jeff Michaels, Phil Potter, William Quandt, Rob
Schub, and Melissa Willard-Foster.

Beyond those already mentioned, I am very grateful for the generous
financial assistance offered by a range of other individuals and organiza-
tions, including the Harry S. Truman Library Institute and the Economics
and Social Research Council. The University of Oxford’s Vice Chancellor’s
Fund also provided invaluable support, as did the Cyril Foster Fund at the

[ viii ]



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Department of Politics and International Relations. Finally, I was fortunate
to be the recipient of the Deirdre and Paul Malone Prize in International
Relations, which granted me the resources to jump-start the next stage of
the project. More importantly, it afforded me an opportunity to get to know
its benefactor, David Malone, who has since become a mentor and to whom
I owe a debt of gratitude for his generosity and warm friendship.

A small army of individuals helped me navigate the holdings of several
archives across the United States. I am particularly grateful to David Clark,
Sam Rushay, Randy Sowell, and Tammy Williams at the Truman Library;
Mary Burtzloff at the Eisenhower Library; John Wilson at the Johnson
Library; Dorissa Martinez at the Nixon Library; Scott Gower at the National
Defense University; and Jim Zobel at the MacArthur Memorial Archives. My
thanks also to Conrad Crane, who introduced me to the excellent resources
at the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, and to all the staff of the
Manuscript Division at the Library of Congress, who were unfailingly help-
ful and efficient. I would also like to record my thanks to all those who gra-
ciously agreed to be interviewed for this project, oftentimes at consider-
able length. George Casey and David Petraeus kindly granted permission for
me to consult their papers at the National Defense University.

At Columbia University Press, I thank Stephen Wesley both for his enthu-
siasm for the project and for the efficiency with which he shepherded it
through to production, assisted ably by Christian Winting. Marisa Lastres
made sure the ensuing process ran like clockwork, with Ryan Perks respon-
sible for polishing the manuscript so effectively. Credit for the awesome cover
design goes to Elliott Cairns. Bob Schwarz compiled the index with great
skill. I am also significantly indebted to three anonymous reviewers, each
of whom offered invaluable suggestions that helped fine-tune the manu-
script. Ria McDonald provided research assistance at the eleventh hour,
which was instrumental in getting the final manuscript across the line.

Finally, and most importantly, I thank my family, without whom none of
this would have been possible. My parents, Maxine and Les, have been my
earliest and strongest supporters since before I can remember. My grand-
dad, Ernst, stoked my interest in history from a young age.

I owe the greatest debt of all to my wife, Abi, whose love and support has
sustained me throughout this process. She has also read—and reread—more
of my writing than is reasonable, serving as the best sounding board,

[ix]



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

proofreader, and editor in chief I could possibly have hoped for. Osi, by con-
trast, has not read a single word, but has nevertheless overseen much of the
process while making his feelings known about the long hours spent at the
computer rather than on the sofa with him. It is to them both that T dedi-
cate this book.

[x]



