
Contents 

INTRODUCTION, ΧΙ 

I. MAIN THEMES IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

Main Themes in American History 3 

II. THE FOUNDING FATHERS 

Alexander Hamilton's Place in the Founding of the 
Nation 19 

Washington as a Nation Builder 33 

The American Bill of Rights 43 

III. SOCIAL HISTORY 

Reflections of a Social Historian 59 

Glimpses of a Golden Age 77 

The Turnpike Era 94 

Some Reflections on the Rise of American Sport 111 

IV. LOCAL HISTORY 

Framing the Charter 129 



v i l i C O N T E N T S 

Henry J. Raymond on the Republican Caucuses of 

July, 1886 144 

V. UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION 

Introduction of Nellie Nielsen 159 

Administration Problems and the Need for 

Exploring New Fro ce dur es 163 

Education and Research 174 

Noblesse Oblige: Alumnus and University 186 

Amateur Athletics—Spectators or Participants 194 

VI. THE FUTURE 

Why Talk about Freedom? 203 

Democracy's Endless Goal 210 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y , 21 J 



y o u have seen many changes on Morningside in the 
course of your long association with Columbia. If they 
are good, it is in no small part because you have helped 
to make them so. With unfailing good humor, patience, 
and that quality of judgment of men and events that can 
only be summed up as wisdom, you have dealt most ef-
fectively with all the myriad problems that have crossed 
your desk. It is not as easy to be firm yet kindly, but you 
have shown us all that it can be done and we have 
profited from the example. 
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