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he ideas behind this book emerged from a stay at

Columbia University’s newly created Institute for Reli-

gion, Culture, and Public Life in the spring of 2008
(supported by an Alliance grant) and a visiting fellowship at the
Stanford Humanities Center in the winter of 2013. At Columbia
I'was fortunate to participate in a seminar, Challenges to Diverse
Models of Secularism in the United States, France, and Turkey,
co-organized with Al Stepan and Ahmet Kuru. While at Colum-
bia, I had the chance to engage in numerous thought-provoking
conversations with Al Stepan and Mark Lilla.
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Ford, and Avishai Margalit at the Stanford Law School; Cécile
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in the Department of Religious Studies; and Bruce Cain, David
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coeditors of the book), Justin Vaisse and Jean-Paul Willaime, for
their enthusiastic support.
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Ruegg, and with the invaluable help, critical comments, and
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This book is dedicated to the memory of Tony Judt and Al
Stepan—two great friends and mentors who knew that good
research cannot be restricted to a single scholarly discipline. They
both understood that history, to be meaningful, must be long-
term history and that political science and political philosophy

gain much from a genuine comparative perspective.






