POWERS OF HORROR



THE KRISTEVA LIBRARY

Desire in Language: A Semiotic Approach to Literature and Art, 1982
Powers of Horror: An Essay on Abjection, 1984

Revolution in Poetic Language, 1985

Strangers to Ourselves, 1991

Black Sun: Depression and Melancholia, 1992

Dostoyevsky in the Face of Death: or Language Haunted by Sex, 2023



POWERS OF HORROR

An Essay on Abjection

JULIA KRISTEVA

TRANSLATED BY LEON S. ROUDIEZ

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS NEW YORK



%

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS
Publishers Since 1893
New York Chichester, West Sussex

cup.columbia.edu

Pouvoirs de l'horreur: Essai sur labjection © 1980 Editions du Seuil
Copyright © 2024, 1982 Columbia University Press
All rights reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Kristeva, Julia, 1941 author. | Roudiez, Leon S. (Leon Samuel),
1917—2004, translator.
Title: Powers of horror : an essay on abjection / Julia Kristeva;
translated by Leon S. Roudiez.
Other titles: Pouvoirs de 'horreur. English
Description: New York : Columbia University Press, 2024. |
Series: European perspectives | Translation of: Pouvoirs de 'horreur.
Identifiers: LCCN 2023039830 | ISBN 9780231214575 (trade paperback) |
ISBN 9780231561419 (e-book)

Subjects: LCSH: Céline, Louis-Ferdinand, 1894-1961— Criticism and interpretation. |
Horror in literature. | Abjection in literature. | LCGFT: Literary criticism.
Classification: LCC PQ2607.E834 Z73413 2024
DDC 843/.912—dc19/eng/20230913

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023039830
Printed in the United States of America

Book design: Chang Jae Lee
Cover design: Julia Kushnirsky



