
In the Forest of the Blind





In the Forest of  
the Blind

The Eurasian Journey of Faxian’s  
Record of Buddhist Kingdoms

Matthew W. King

Columbia University Press
New York



Columbia University Press
Publishers Since 1893

New York Chichester, West Sussex
cup​.columbia​.edu

Copyright © 2022 Columbia University Press
All rights reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: King, Matthew W. (Matthew William), author.

Title: In the forest of the blind : the Eurasian journey of Faxian’s record  
of Buddhist kingdoms / Matthew W. King.

Description: New York : Columbia University Press, [2022] |  
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2021037596 (print) | LCCN 2021037597 (ebook) |  
ISBN 9780231203609 (hardback) | ISBN 9780231203616 (trade paperback) |  

ISBN 9780231555142 (ebook)
Subjects: LCSH: Faxian, approximately 337–approximately 422. Fo guo ji. | 

Asia—Description and travel. | Buddhism. | Buddhist pilgrims and 
pilgrimages—India.

Classification: LCC DS6.F353 K56 2022 (print) | LCC DS6.F353 (ebook) |  
DDC 915.04—dc23

LC record available at https://lccn​.loc​.gov​/2021037596
LC ebook record available at https://lccn​.loc​.gov​/2021037597

Columbia University Press books are printed on  
permanent and durable acid-free paper.
Printed in the United States of America

Cover design: Chang Jae Lee
Cover image: Figure in desert pathway. Digital copy of glass plate  

negative preserved in the Archives for Cinema, Photography  
and Sound Recording, Mongolia (1920s).


