Acknowledgments

have observed and analyzed Japan and its foreign policy from many

vantage points as a scholar, teacher, and Japanese national living out-

side the country. Now is an exciting time, with Japan facing a new
regional reality in the Asia-Pacific as China rises and the U.S. commit-
ment continues to slip. The Japanese government must see a vast opening
and step up its regional engagement so that it can keep the regional eco-
nomic order intact. This is the new challenge that has given rise to Japan’s
geoeconomic strategy.

When a book project takes as long as this one has taken, the debts the
author incurs accumulate so much that there is no way either to repay all
of them or to cover everyone in a few pages of acknowledgment. None-
theless, I would first like to thank all the mentors who have guided me on
this project and others over many years. I am especially grateful to Laurie
Brand, Jerry Cohen, Ellen Frost, Masahiro Kawai, Tim McKeown, T. J.
Pempel, Barbara Stallings, and Shu Urata.

It is probably impossible to list all the brilliant and dedicated scholars,
researchers, government officials, journalists, and experts from international
organizations, businesses, and NGOs who have given their valuable time
to share their insights with me. In particular, I am grateful to Izumi Ohno,
Jun’ichi Sugawara, and Akihiko Tamura, who have always been my go-to

people when I have questions on Japanese foreign economic policy.

[xi]



During the writing stage, many of my academic colleagues were kind
enough to read my manuscript at various points. In a manuscript review
workshop hosted by the Center for International Studies in 2016, discus-
sants Miles Kahler and William Grimes gave me valuable comments. I also
thank all the workshop participants for their critiques. As I worked to revise
the manuscript, several more people generously provided insightful sug-
gestions; I thank in particular Mireya Solis and Gene Park. Not only are
they generous scholars who spent hours reading the manuscript, they are
also both my dear coauthors, who make my usually solitary scholar’s life
much more enjoyable. In addition, I am grateful for the advice of Hyoung-
kyu Chey, Jacques Hymans, and Harukata Takenaka, each of whom read
some of the chapters. I also benefited greatly from the thorough and con-
structive suggestions from the two anonymous reviewers at Columbia Uni-
versity Press. I thank the press’s editor, Caelyn Cobb, and the series edi-
tors, Dave Kang and Victor Cha.

I would not have been able to complete this project if it were not for
my intelligent, diligent, and conscientious research assistants. In particu-
larly, Gabrielle (Gabi) Cheung helped me meet the final submission dead-
line with her amazing research skills and work ethic. I also thank Jun Ishida,
Esther Kwon, Alex Yu-Ting Lin, Alex Melnik, Meredith Shaw, Chad
Walker, Scott Wilbur, Kirby Wong, and Mingmin Yang. I am grateful for
the help of the students in IR 412 (Applied Data Science for IR) in 2017
who, guided by Benjamin Graham, helped with the figures and charts.

I would like to thank the School of International Relations at Univer-
sity of Southern California for giving me an academic home for all these
years. This book has benefited from generous external funding from the
National Endowment for Humanities Fellowship for Advanced Social Sci-
ence Research on Japan and the Japan-US Friendship Commission. I am
gratetul as well for fellowship support from the East West Center in Wash-
ington, D.C., the Japan Foundation, and the East Asia Institute.

Finally, I feel so lucky to have a wonderful and supportive family: my
husband of thirty years, Satoshi, and our beloved daughter, Kay. Our
dinner-table discussions always cheer me up and give me energy to think

and write about the world.

[xi] ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



