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This book began life back in 2011 as a half- formed idea for a PhD 
project comparing Bolivia’s and Zambia’s experiences of the com-
modity boom era. In Latin America, many of the “pink tide” 

governments seemed to be leveraging natural resource export booms in 
service of new policy initiatives and development strategies, in the process 
breaking with the liberal economic orthodoxy that had held sway across 
the region since the 1980s. My starting point was to wonder why this was 
happening in (some of ) Latin America but no similar shifts had occurred 
among the resource- exporting states of sub- Saharan Africa. Zambia, where 
Michael Sata was about to win the presidency on a populist platform recall-
ing aspects of some of the Latin American cases, looked like a promising 
place to begin.

In any event, Sata’s Patriotic Front government failed to institute any 
pink tide– like political economic reorientation. But in my efforts to under-
stand why Zambia did not go the way of Bolivia (or Ecuador or Argen-
tina), I began to broaden the focus of my research— first, on how and why 
the ability of states to set their own development agendas appears to wax 
and wane during times of flux in the global political economy (with the 
rise of China playing the starring role in our current era’s upheavals); and 
second, on the ways in which changing global conditions play out at the 
national level, as they alter the terrain for state– society relations in coun-
tries across the world. The result was a much wider project, encompassing 
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fifteen resource- exporting states (including fieldwork in three— Zambia, 
Ecuador, and Jamaica), culminating initially in a dissertation submitted to 
the University of Bristol in late 2015.
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nite in 2015) and its effects in some of the countries surveyed. Nevertheless, 
the book’s focus remains very much on the boom itself, understood in the 
abstract as a world- historical phenomenon, but one which has had pro-
found, concrete impacts on the lives of a large percentage of the world’s 
population, not least across the global South.
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