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This book is founded on a project that has come a long way since its incep-
tion. The seed for what would later become the Worlds of Journalism Study
(WTJS) was planted in October 2006, when a group of scholars started a small
pilot study with the aim to compare journalistic cultures in seven nations.
Ten years later, in early 2017, when data collection was completed for the
second wave of surveys with journalists, the project had developed into an
intercontinental endeavor of researchers from sixty-seven nations, whose
contributions sustained the project through its various stages, and which
has now culminated in this book.
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good friends and supportive colleagues across institutions around the
world. David Weaver, whose seminal collection The Global Journalist
appeared in 1998, was a major inspiration for us. Weaver’s Global Journal-
ist, as well as the scholarship of Wolfgang Donsbach, notably his work with
Thomas Patterson, set the stage for large-scale, cross-national investigations
into journalists’ professional values and aspirations. With these models in
place, it seemed the next step was to begin large collaborative projects in
journalism studies, and the WJS and this book are our attempt to do so.

The unique nature of the WJS, an international research endeavor driven
by a collective of scholars from all around the world, necessitated a distinc-
tive approach to collaborative publication. Readers will quickly realize
that the book does not fit squarely into established classifications of schol-
arly publications. Reflecting the collaborative work ethos of the project, each
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chapter was written by a team of up to twelve authors. In addition to con-
tributing as authors to various chapters, the four of us served as editors,
overseeing and facilitating this sometimes complicated process of col-
lective knowledge production. Perhaps, if there is any single term that
can reasonably describe the nature of this book, it is “edited research
monograph”—a genre that has gained popularity at a time when collab-
oration has increasingly become central to research and science. Alto-
gether more than forty scholars have contributed to this book, bringing
their rich knowledge and cultural experience to bear on the analysis of a
data set that contains interviews with more than 27,500 journalists, as
well as on interpretation and explanation of findings.
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David Weaver—who advised us as members of our Scientific Advisory
Committee.
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Institute Global Journalism Series, for making this book project happen.
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of Anita O’Brien, and from the creativity of Lisa Stamm, who designed the
cover for this book. We are also indebted to the two anonymous reviewers
for their intellectual rigor and generosity.
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A large-scale, multinational project such as the WJS would not have been
possible without the support of the universities we work for and those who
provided funding to us to carry out this project. First and foremost, we
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On a personal note, Thomas thanks his awesome wife Minnie and his
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a dad who always carries a laptop and who keeps promising that things will
change once this project is over. Folker thanks his parents for their support
in enabling him to embark on a university education in a far-oft country—it
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away in 2017. Over a period of more than half a century, she made it pos-
sible for him, in more ways than one, to pursue his journalistic and aca-
demic ideals and goals, as with this book.
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responded to the study. They all gave up significant chunks of their already
busy schedules; the insights they allowed us into their profession have been
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