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n 2014, Al Song of the Smith Richardson Foundation reached out

to me proposing that I write a new book on Japan’s strategy toward

China. It was the centennial of the First World War, and the Smith
Richardson board was interested in supporting studies that would help
illuminate ways that Asia could avoid the conflagration that had over-
taken Europe in 1914. I was still working on my history of U.S. strat-
egy in Asia, By More than Providence, and hesitated to launch a new
book project so soon, but Al and his colleagues at Smith Richardson
were characteristically patient, persistent, and generous in their support
and encouragement.! With help from the indefatigable Teraoka Ayumi,
Georgetown Master of Arts in Asian Studies (MASIA) grad and now
doctoral student at Princeton, I launched the new project with a three-
day gathering of American and Japanese diplomatic historians to con-
sider Japan’s options in the face of the China challenge. Warren Cohen,
Peter Feaver, Will Inboden, Jonathan Steinberg, and Phil Zellikow joined
me in Hakone, Japan, along with Hosoya Yuichi, Iokibe Makoto, Kitaoka
Shiinichi, Sakamoto Kazuya, Nakanishi Hiroshi, and Shiraishi Takashi.
It was a bilateral dream team of strategic thinkers, all of whom truly
helped me to frame the overall approach to the book by drawing out
important lessons from Japan’s past and the statecraft of other powers
throughout history.



X ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I had excellent research assistants at Georgetown University and the
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) over the six years
of the project, including Hannah Fodale, Kato Ryoko, Nakano Tomoaki,
Nishimura Rintaro, Elliot Silverberg, Lauren Sun, and Alexis Ayano
Terai. I also had the opportunity to test my work in scholarly roundta-
bles supported by the Laboratory Program for Korean Studies through
the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea and the Korean Stud-
ies Promotion Service of the Academy of Korean Studies (AKS-2016-
LAB-2250001), the Reischauer Institute at Harvard, and the 21st Century
Japan Politics and Society Initiative at the University of Indiana. I am
grateful to the organizers of those sessions and all the participants. Sev-
eral friends and colleagues read chapters or whole iterations of the manu-
script. Jeffrey Hornung and Nick Szechenyi made important suggestions
based on their own cutting-edge research on Japan’s defense policies.
CSIS visiting fellow Suzuki Hiroyuki gave me important context for my
chapter on regional order with respect to development finance. Charles
Lake made me smarter, as he always does, on questions of Japanese his-
tory and economic policy. Hosoya Yuichi and Kato Yoichi helped me
tease out the larger historical argument of the book. The anonymous
reviewers chosen by Columbia University Press gave the last important
vector checks before Caelyn Cobb and her team at the press put the book
into production. Sincere thanks are also due to Victor Cha and David
Kang, who lead this excellent series on East Asia for Columbia.

I would never have finished this or my earlier books if my wife Eileen
Pennington and my children Xander and Virginia had not been so tol-
erant of my frequent cloistering in the study to write. “Quiet. . . . your
father is writing!” is a refrain many authors will appreciate and for which
I owe my entire family a great deal.

As a scholar practitioner I try to convey through my work a sense of
appreciation for those who have toiled in the policy world before us and
a sense of inheritance and purpose for those who will follow. For those
who write at the intersection of history and political science, however,
it is also important not to obscure failures, tragedies, and biases. Being
an idealistic realist is a tough balancing act that I hope I have achieved

in these pages.



